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HOLD FOR RELEASE 



of the Attorney General are for release without further notice in the 
moraine newspapers of Monday f September 12, 1922* 
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THEODOflE G* J0SL1N 
Secretary to the President 



The President said; 
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"On the 23th of July last I announced that I had directed tte 
Department cf Justice to exhaustively investigate and report in full 
upon the incidents of the so-called bonus riots of that day in 
Washington and tn present the facts, through sworn witnesses, to 
the Grand Jury* I further stated that I should make the Attorney 
General's report public when received hy inn, 

"The investigation has been completed. In giving out the report 
which shows the character of many of the persons assembled, the inci- 
dents and character of the instigators of the riots, I wish to state 
emphatically that the extraordinary proportion of criminal, communist 
and non- veteran elements amongst the marchers as shown by this report, 
should not be taken to reflect upon the many thousands of henest, law- 
abiding men who came to Washington with full right of presentation of 
their views to the Congress. This better element and their leaders 
acted at all times to restrain crime and violence but after the ad-"' 
journment of Congress a large portion of them returned to their homes 
and gradually these better elements lost control* This report should 
correct the many misstatements of fact as to this incident with which 
th h e country has been flooded*" 
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The President, 

The T ' ; hite House, 



Offioo of the Alt: 
as hi net on 



C) 



"> 



September 9 t 19 £2. 



Sir: 

Immediately following the riot by the so-called Tonus Army on 
July 23 th, you directed that an Investigation and report thereon 
be mode in this Department, '.''e have completed it, and I submit 
herewith a summary of the result. A vast amount of material in the 
form of reports, affidavits, end do cumen te ry evidence has been 
accumulated, it is only possible hero briefly to summarise the 
conclusions. 



1. The entry of the Bonus Army into the District of Columbia « 

The first contingent of tho Bonus Army arrived about May 27 th, 
On Juno 3d, information reached the Department that a contingent 
from Cleveland led by C- B. Cowan and enother from Detroit led by 
John T 4 pace, comprising about 1300 men, gathered at the Pennsylvania 
Railroad yeerds at Cleveland and had held up a mail train and attempted 
to commandeer transportation to Washington. Cowan t one of these 
leader 3, has a lon^ police record; he has been convicted and sentence ft 
twice for f orrery in Ohio and was sentenced to 13 months for robbing 
the mails to tho United States Penitentiary at Atlanta in K-S8* 
Pace, a well kriown Communist leader, lies an extended police record. 
By one means and another these croups and others obtained trans- 
portation to "7o shine ton. By the middle of Juno they had congregated 
here in lar^e numbers. They entered into possession of various 
tracts of government property, on some of which were old builSin^s. 
In some instances permission to do so was given by the police ,,_."* 
authorities with the acquiescence of the Treasury, with the under- - > \ 
stand in g that the occupancy would be temporary and would be dis- . ■ -■> '•:*■.: 
continued at request and when Congress adjourned. Other government vV*;.^ 
tracts were seized without permission and occupied by members of the\ . V#"- 
Bonus Army. The number of Bonus Army marchers in Washington at the '"■' : :■ 
time of the adjournment of Congress on July 10th has been variously 
estimated at from B000 to 15,000. Sevoral thousand left shortly 
after Congress ud.iourne;], but other groups came in, and at the tir:a . 
of the riot the best estii^tes ere that there were from 6000 to 8000 
bonus marchers in the city. 



2. The quality of the Bonus Arm;;. 



' To understand the conditions causing the riot it is necessary 
to know something of the character of the men in the Bonus Army. 

( p) Number of marchers who wore not ex-service men . A con- 
siderable number of the marchers were not in military service during 
the 'Vorld 7ar. An approximation of the number is impossible, but 
two items of reliable information throw some liftht on this question. 
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Prior to the riot r>? July 26th, 341 members of tho Bonus Army 
hed been arrested at various dates for a variety of offenses, in- 
cluding disorderly conduct, pared ing without a permit, assault with 
a dangerous weapon, destruction of private property, trespass on 
private property, end soliciting alms. 1? ^:ere arrosted by *he police 
on July SBth, and 4 on July 29th, making e total of 365. Unfortunately 
the police did not fingerprint all of these persons for identification, 
but 51 of them, including those errestetl for disturbing the peace near 
the Thito House, were fingerprinted. Of these, 10, or approximately 
one- third, had no "for Id "tar service record. 
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Prior to June 12th, 30 So of the marchers who were arriving at 
'■'ashinrton refisterecj on the muster rolls of the Bo>ius Army, jiving 
their names. Army numbers, and other data respecting their '/or Id T " r ar 
service. These muster rolls came into the hands of the police end 
ultima tely to the Veterans 1 Bureau, vhich commenced to check the names 
to ascertein whether the marchers were ex-service men. Learning what 
use wi?s being made of the muster rolls, after June 12th the marchers 
discontinued the practice of registering. These first 3056 registered 
arrivals had been checked by the 7a r Department and the Veterans* 
Bureau pgainnt their records of .to rid Viar service men, with the result 
that o^ the total of 3656, 87? f or a., little, mora than one-fourth, 
could not be identified in either department as having had "Vorlt! 7ar 
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jo'blc th.':t some of tJie 6^7 r:ere ex-service, men 
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bulk of then wer* evidently impostors* It has bee:. eportod in the 
press that "ircctor nines of the Veterans * Bureau has said that over 
90^ of the Bonus Army were e:<:- service men* General Mines made no 
such statement. He Aid malce the statement on July 23d that ho believed 
not more than 8000 veterans had ever been present at any one "cine, but 
the 877 Lion not identified as veterans were part of the 3656 registered 
to which I have referred* 

(b) ruuher of b or.u_3 ma rchers vrith criminal or police records. 
Two sources of information are available on this subject. Of the 51 
arrested nen fingerprinted by the police prior to the riot of July 26th 
and chocked in' the fingerprint division of this Department, 17, or an 
even one -third, had been convicted of various offenses, including 
larceny 1 , assault, sex offenses, forgery, robbery, military offenses, 
and disorderly conduct* A more strihin;- result is obtained from the 
check by the criminal identification bureau of this Department of 
the fingerprints of 4723 of the bonus lurchers viho vro.re admittedly 
veterans and applied for and obtained loans fron the Veterans* Bureau, 
after Congress adjourned, for the ostensible purpose of returning to 
their homes. Of these 4723, IOCS were found to have police records, 

829 or nearly 1 ir, 5 of the World YJar service men emonft the 
bonus marchers who obtained loans, had been convicted for various 
offenses, including assault, lerceny, burglary, embezzlement, robbery, 
felonious homicide, forgery and counterfeiting, rape, sex offenses, 
and narcotic drug violations. 



A surmary of the police and criminal records of these men follows: 

CUMIAHY C7 POLICE ^ICO^DS OF 47 S3 S-SCZivTC:: I'W 0? TH3 BOOTS 
ABIY 'HO APPLIED 70H D0A1IS EHOi: T:E \vH7TERAI-JS * EUF£AL\ 



Total 



disposition 
pending or 
unhnovm 



Charges Convictior. 
disnissed 



Assault 46 n 

Auto Theft 32 

Burglary 88 1 

Carrying Concealed Weapons 9 1 

Disorderly Conduct and Vagrancy, * * 107 3 

Driving V/hile Intoxicated 24 

Drunkenness 98 1 

Embezzlement ano. Fraud £Z \ 

Felonious Homicide * 13 

Forgery and Counterfeiting 48 

Gambling 4 

Larceny Theft 167 2 

Li quor Iiaws 61 5 

Military. Offenses, Desertion, etc, 84 2 

Kiscellaneous 41 4 

Narcotic Dru^ Laws 12 

Offenses against the 7a: lly and 

Children 18 

Rape 8 

jobbery , ♦ 63 

Sox Offenses (except rape} 27 

Suspicion and Investigation 63 

Traffic and !:otor Vehicle "jaws . .. 4 0_ 

Totals 1069 20 
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6 

21 
2 

35 

2 

13 
6 
4 
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27 
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2 
5 
2 

2 

2 
17 

7 
49 





37 
26 
66 

6' 
69 
24 
95 
33 

7 
44 

2 
138 
49 
SO 
32 
10 

16 
6 
46 
20 
14 
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Total number of bonus marchers (ox-service men) upon whom fingerprints 

7fere obtained 4723 

TJumbcr of bonus marchers with police records as found from finger- 
prints 1060 
Percentage of these bonus marchers having police records 22,6$ 
Total number of bonus marchers found to have one or noro convictions S29 
Percentage of marchers convicted to number having police records 76,9$ 
Percentage of bonus Marchers having convictions to tctal number 

whose fingerprints were searched 17,4?5 







Of those individuals convicted, 149 had one prior conviction for sooifi 
offense, 49 had t-:o prior convictions; 28^ had throe prior convict ions ;afld 
26 had more than three prior convictions, Dispositions of all arrestfl^* 
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I am submitting also with this report, as Exhibit "A", a 
detailed alphabetical list of each one of the 1069 men out of the 
4723 b or r oners who have police x^ecords, giving in detail the time and 
place of their arrests or convictions, It will be noted that many of 
them had been repeatedly convicted under \-arious names. -Then it is 
realized that the men who applied for loans to go home after Congress 
adjourned were the moat sensible and the least disorderly, that many 
with criminal records no doubt refrained from disclosing their identity 
for eny purpose, and a considerable portion of the Bonus Army v/ere not 
ex-service men and included Communists, radicals, and disorderly 
elements which always congregate under such conditions, it is probable 
the Bonus Array brought into the City of Washington the largest aggre- 
gation of criminals that had over been assembled in the city at any one 
time* 



(c) Communists -^ As soon as the bonus march was initiated, and 
as early as U&y, 1935, the Communist party undertook an organized 
campaign to foment the movement , and induced radicals to join the 
marchers to Washington- As early as the edition of May 31 , 1932, the 
Daily Worker, a publication which is the central organ of the Communist 
party in the United States, urged worker veteran delegations to go to 
Washington on June 8th- Under date of June 1st, Emanuel Levin, alias 
Herman Levin> managing editor of the Daily '.Yorker with a long police 
record for Red activities and rioting, arrived in the city. He then 
contended that the bonus march had been largely planned in the head- 
quarters of the VtorVers Ex-service Mens League, a Corcmunist organization 
with headquarters in New York City. Another Communist leader present 
in Washington was John T. Pace, who led a large contingent of bonus 
marchers to Washington, and in a demonstration on July 25, 1932, n-fa'r..* 
the T/hite House he was arrested by the Washington police. Face was 
elected Fi^ld ?ferahal of the Detroit bonus marchers. James w. Ford, 
colored; a**w candidate for Vice President on the national ticket of 
the Communist party, was one of the bonus marchers arrested C£ July £9th.. 
Clair Co wen > another Communist leader, leel a contingent of bonus marchers 
from Cleveland consisting of several hundred men. Conan himself was 
intercepted end arrested at Pittsburgh on Juno eth and did not reach 
V/ashington. Another leader of the radical element among the bonus 
marchers was r/alter F, Kicker* He was arrested on July 21st and again 
on July 25th by the Washington police. Another leader of the demon- 
stration made by bonus marchers on July 25th at the Vt'hite House was 
Sylvester 0* Uc Kinney, a Communist organizer with a police record for 
Communist activity. 



Ona of the bonus camps - that within l£th and 14th and E and C 
Streets, S* 7* - was occupied principally by Communists heeded by pace* 
Possession of this government property had been seised and occupied 
by these marchers without any authority. During June end July, while 
the Bonus Army was present, Communist meetings were held in this city 
frequently* The files of this Department contain voluminous reports 
of these meetings, at many of which incendiary speeches and 
plans to stir the Bonus Army to violence and bloodshed were made, 
w During the various disorders, including the final riot, persons 
identified as radicals and Communists were observed omoftg the disturbers* 
There is irrefutable proof that a very large body of C* "'^tt^^.^d ^ 
radicals, some ex-service men and some not t were in the t^^'.^'g.^jirt 
of the Bonus Amy, circulating among thorn and working diligent/ to 
incite them to disorder. 

(d) The investigations we have conducted have demonstrated that 
a very much larger proportion of the Bonus Army than was realized at 
the time, consisted of ex-convicts, persons with criminal records, 
radicals, and none-service men. On the other hand, a very considerable 
number were genuine ex-fervice men of good intentions and clean records* 
This is particularly true of the conditions prior to the adjournment 
of Congress and before the exodus of those who realized that they had 
no further justification for remaining in the city. Some of their 
leaders were decent and law-abiding, and others were not. 
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and the contractor was deriandine possession* The demolition of the 
buildings was necessary to the extension of Constitution Avenue and 
the further develoi>ment of the Lall area* on way 16, 1932 , the 
Treasury Department has awarded a contract for the completion of the 
Department of Agriculture Extensible Building;, which included, as a 
part of its site, the tract within 12th and 14th and B and C streets, 
S# W* In this area the Bonus Army had, without permission, seised 
ana occupied some buildings and open areas, from which it vr<s necessary 
to excavate earth to fill and level off Reservations A and B. Sub- 
contracts had been let for the wreckxng of the buildings, but the sub- 
contractor could not proceed, and only limited excavation was possible, 
Bequest was made by the Treasury through the Superintendent of Police 
on July 20th that these buildings be evacuated. The Superintendent of 
Police reported that he had conferred with Commander Waters of the 
Bonus Army, who objected that he would not move hie men into the open, 
and insisted that he intended to hold together a number of veterans 
m the District of Columbia to accomplish the object for which thoy 
had assembled, notwithstanding the adjournment of Congress, *\ 

There are statutes in the District of Columbia authorizing the£ " V 
sunmary removal by its officers of any person unlawfully or forcibly '^V 
withholding the possession of government property. On July 23d ties'* * *''> 
treasury Department served notice on the Bonus Amy occupants of -V j •* 
these several areas to vacate. On July 25th attorneys for the BonuV ^7 
Army conferred with the Treasury officials, who granted a £4~hour - ' J 

extension of its order f vacation to July 2Gth. On July 26th the ■-■ 
attorney, Mr, Herbert S. Vard, and Captain Doak Carter, one of the ' 
leaders of the Bonus Amy, presented a proposal consisting merely of 
the statement that the veterans were willing to withdraw from the govern- 
ment areas and retire t some private property which they were permitted 
to occupy, but that they required tenta^e and equipment, and demanded 
the assistance of the Treasury in procuring such equipment, with a view 
to their pemanont encampment in the city. They requited ■ what the 
Treasury had no power or authority to grunt. This proposal was only a 
repetition of former statements made by Connaader Waters , and nothing 
was accomplished. On July zoth a further letter was written by the 
ireasury to the Com is si oners of the District, stating that the Treasury 
planned to begin work in the area between 3d £nd 6th Streets and Penn- 
^Z ania Z d Wiasom,i Venues on the morning of July 2?th, end requested 
that a sufficient detail of police be on hand to prevent any interference 

oIVJII ^ T *f °* 1S workraeil - 0n thc 27th > the proposed resumption 
of possession by the Treasury was again postponed to July 28th. and on 

ZtJ^r;Zl° f T ^ rsday ^ J '^ ^* * —11 Potion or the old National 
?^in *f ^ hS SpaCC referre * t0 > ifldudine an area about 25 yards 
in ail directions surrounding it, was occupied by Treasury represent- 
atives under police protection. It «as at this point that the serious 
disorder commenced. 
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4. The 



riot and the us e o f troops t 




At the time of resuming possession of the small area on Pennsylvania 
Avenu* on July 28th, it was not planned itmaeaiately to attemvt to regains 
possession by the Government of any of the other tracts occuoied by the 
Sonus Amy. I, vm s hoped that their evacuation could be gradually 
accomplished. The small number of bonus marchers occupying this build- 
ing vacated it, forcible resistance having been offered only by tvo or 
thr**. N.-.-one was hurt by this movement, and the persons *vicW were 
eivon ample opportunity to pack and leave. H.wever, *fcilc tins was 
taking place, speeches of an incendiary nature were bein? rade at 

bmif 3, , a > u° PCn ° rf>a &cross thc A ^ COG tia Hmr, on which a large 
bonus camp had been established. About noon, wher. the situation on 
Pennsylvania Avenue was well in hand and entirely peaceful, the bonus 
marchers from Ccnp Marks started across the Anacoatia It ver to the 
Pennsylvania Avenue Tract in large numbers by trucks and other means* 
T-iey gathered in the street area near the property, then in the 
possession of the Treasury Department, which was being guarded by 
duT^^^r^/ 11 ^ thQi L mir * >er in «™»* to £000 or 3000. Suddenly, ^,, 

were relied with clubs* The police had revolvers, but had ordMV *TC* 

■ , . v : w* v 








• If T„LJ*° m atA did n0t <l ° S °- ^ attaclc fin ^ s*Mded. Thousand 
or persons ^ere attracted to the scene. The cro*d of bonus marchers 
assembled at this point increased to numbers estimated at 4000 to 6000 
With the bystanders, the crowd increased to en estimated number of 
nearly 20,000. The situation became more strained, end itany of the 
Bonus Army were walking about with clubs and brick? in their hands 
This continued until the middle of the afternoon, with continuous talk 
about attacking the police and driving them out. Some lawfully lneHn^ 

mob Th T,* m °t t0 CBm ° ther3 ' but mi * no inprewion. Finally tne 
mob of bonus marchers again attacked the police with bricks, lumps of 

»£«°E% i ir ° n bQrS * ™° of th0 bonus archers wre shot by police 

vno ned been set upon end were in danger of their lives. The entire 
mob became hostile end riotous. it W0S apperant that a Ditched battle 
on a l &rg0 sceie night start et eny moment . practically the entire 

?m l C °J ?\ 0t ^° ° itV Were c " Ued from their ? osts 6n d assembled at 
this point, but they were outnumbered 10 or lb to 1. Notwithstanding 
the large number of irresponsible persons in the city, the rest of the 
ZIa T S ?, trl Pf 4 of ^ oUce Protection. Many of the policemen had been 
on duty ell nieht. It was obvious that the situation Was entirely out 
or the control of the police, and that when darkness arrived anpellin? 

bT^t,° f t di \ 0rder *° Uld fo11 "' dUrln « » Mch the r "t <* ^ e city .ould 
be without substantial police protection, except for a few scout cars. 

p n1 -i' ean ? h ^!' SS early eS 12:Z0 ' lieutenant Keck of the Metropolitan [ 

Police and Aide to General Crosby, Commissioner of the District, resorted i 

to the Commissioners that in his opinion 6 nd in the opinion of the * £■ 

Assistant Superintendent of Police and t» police inspectors, the situation • 

Tnl IT/ *,™ 1 ' an6 thSt blooashe ° coulfi only be averted by the prast i 

Zol^ilT^lST'*: T ' e CoB ^^i° n ^ S then stated- that before calling * 

" 1U ^ aid they desired the opinion of Major Olassford, the Chief of - 

lllltlrr, 3 t /^ s «f° rd ^ated that since /stars, the Commander of thi -: ■' 

the iSl n V C ° ntr01 ° f hlS OM mea ' the ? olice c ° uid not coatTrt- 

the situation nny longer. Major Olassford, accompanied by Lieutenant ■- '= 

Keck, W ent to the office of the District Commissioners at 1-00 p!' ■ m 
response to bastions by the District Comleoi oners he stated that' the " " '' 

situation WaS out of his control and that the police could no linger hold 

tnou2t U it^?n^ e ir - ^^ * ™ a **« «»«*«* QUestion^Sther'na 
thought it ,-ss necessary to secure the assistance of federal troons to 

SIS of SI/VI •"Jr"**- ^ C °- lssi0 — thS notion 1 he 
2d rccueSed that tL r * ^ a£sistance of ^oops would be needed 
askin* for * n* f cessary preparations might be raBd e. Before 

asking for military assistance, Commissioners Heicheiderfer and Crosbv 
themselves then visited the area -.here the serious situation was apparent ; 
S her rio r t rn?w\ r\ he ^^ ^^ " ™ S "*"•*•* to iffSX ' ' 

Then it -as decided t a °T °T ^ ^ * h °™ ™ TCh ° r had b * en * illed « 
in^ the «««!? to dispatch a communication to the President request- 

M from the mttri.t , "f tr °° PS t0 Pr "" W lw *"<* °^ er ' A «•*- 
19 ,° ra *' le ? l ° triet Commissioners respecting this matter, dated August £ 

r^=- s sis r:„^s/s^-n^!Lr-,„ 

5. Casual tjos._ 

by poiit b 1 r^if r ( Sfon%r r r o ot i b;°?r n tho d *-*r anco - ^ y «» **<>* 
."o^'i^.-r Sp -- - poTic'o ii? iVni:;l^Tl"i? fl 

troops «ro stoned ^ Sl^lTi^^f/f " OWd - A far ° f tho 
oar cut. but -o othrr ~„t,,T,l, lnJurod - ond °" f - tonus archer had hie 

stor itiS 'pubu s td ot ?n cr s s u ;"i;:^ c ^;^^ tor h r troopa '««■ 

injured bonus 1Vircher8 .ro^tt^ ( UhoS found ?^f % *"$»*? 

reports thrt -n infrnt chiirt «f- „ v. 1Xil0llt f ou»°>-tioa. Tho published 

r result of tc-r £e nrfJrif S""" n " r , Ch<jr "'^ ^° rS dled M 

shor th-t th„ chifd died or iniestin-^trouhf "' "f Gf,UJn fi ur »*P«"-1 - ■= 

baforc the riot. mtoetm- 1 trouble contracted rnd dlngiosod . ■ ri A 
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Fires, 



After the troops arrived, fire broke out among the old shacks 

occupied by bonus marchers on the Pennsylvania Avenue tract where the 'j 

riot ins occurred, and late? at the big camp known as Camp Marks on ► 

the Anacostia River, from which the bulk of the rioters had cone to L 

attack the police* The cause of the outbreak of tho fire in the p^ 

Pennsylvania Avenue area is not Known* The troops had no orders to [fc 

set any fires. There was inflammable debris around, and the cause of '(■■,.: 

the origin of the fire in the Pennsylvania Avenue area is variously ^ 

given as having been set by cigarettes or hot tear faas bombs* The 'J-}. 
evacuation of the large canp known as Camp Marks occurred later* At 

7:00 o* clock in the evening the tonus marchers at that camp were ( 

notified that thoy would have to evacuate and that the troops would f 

t/xTive* Sometime later the troops arrived at Camp Marks and were asked ^ 

by the bonus marchers to delay an hour more to give the marchers time & 

to evacuate comfortably. This request was granted » Akry of the tonus ffr 

marchers had already left, but the turoops waited until the remainder ;:; 

packed up and marhhed out* " While the troops irere waiting, fires set ' 

by the retiring honus marchers broke out in a number of localities' £*» 

among the shacks and debris in the camp> and the conflagration became ? 
general. Such action as the troops took at either of these places wit> — 
respect to fire vras later to complete the work of the retiring bonus 
marchers "by burning up the remainder Of tho debris* Photographs- of 
soldiers setting fire to debris were evidently taken at this stage of 
the proceedings* The bonus marchers at these two sites, having evacuated ¥*** 
their camps, then proceeded to leave the city. Camp Bartlett, on private LV 

property, was not disturbed Vy the troops, but was later evacuated by f/' 

the bonus marchers* J*f- 

7, Women and children. 



The principal group of women and children in the Bonus Army was 
located in the Communist camp at 12th and 13th Streets, S« VI* , which 
was not disturbed by the troops but was voluntarily evacuated by tho 
marchers. ' The Red Cross promptly offered and furnished assistance 
and transportation to all women and children in the Bonus Array and to 
their men-folks t and actually did furnish transportation to 221 women 
and £4?:. children. There is no evidence whatever that any women or 
children were injured or ill-treat od. The Veterans 1 Bureau t under 
authority of Congress, issued transportation to 4344 veterans by 
railroad and 939 by automobile # Transportation by truck to their 
homes had been offered ?>y the Gecretary of War to all remaining bonus 
marchers , but was not furnished because the offer was refused. 

8 # Grand Jury. 

Indictments have been returned by the Grand Jury of the District 
of Columbia against a number r" the alleged rioters. The results of 
this eft^r. o bring to j"- ■ *>■;& principals who incited this riot 
have been v "isfe * ory. . *e reason is ihat on the day of the riot 
no deteci. " .* . wert, -l.z Camp'Karks, where originated the large 
movement to cm. *ver and attack thrj police. The f use VI on of having 
detectives and crime prevention agents in a position to observe and 
obtain evidence against those who at the last moment incited the riotous 
march and attack, belonged to the District police. The inspector in 
chnrge of that branch of the police service reports that he had no 
orders to place men for that purpose ^ and. on the contrary, on the day 
of the disturbance was directed to keep his aen out of the' area. Con- 
sequently, in the confusion and absence of this detective service, it 
has been impossible to identify and bring to justice some of tho 
principal inciters of the disorder. It is always tha case under such 
conditions, that the radicals and disorderly elements who incite such 
action do so warily and soiro times fade, from the scene when the trouble 
commences* 
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conclusion. 
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Tuis experience demonstrates that it is intolerable that organised 
"bodies of r.ien having a grievance or derrand upon the Government should 
he allor/ad to encamp in the city and attempt to live off the community 
like soldiers billeted in an energy country. Attempts by such groups to 
intimidate or coerce Congress into granting their demands hurt rather 
than help their cause, and can only end as this one did, in riot and 
disorder. The available facts demonstrate that the bonus marchers who 
remained in the city after Congress adjourned represented no fair cross- 
section of ex-service r&n. ?rior to the adjournment of Congress, law- 
abiding ex-service ::en dominated this gathering and preserved order. 
Afterwards, the proportion cf disorderly and criminal elements anonc 
those nen steadily increased* Swell of their lenders as v/ere well* 
:ntc rationed loot control over them entirely. It is appal liar; to thinlc 
<f the disorder and bloodshed that would have occurred if darhness had 
'alien on the city vrith the police hopelessly overwhelmed at the 
?ene of the disturbance, one-, the balance of the coimunity without 
■ j. i c g pr o "0 e c 'o i o n ■ ± 1 ■ e p r c/' ip t u s o of t h^ vai 1 1 1 cry X o ou x xixu \~i b u x* an d 
^rav.*o the disturbers prevented a calcmity. T::e principal reason 
r the Federal Gove r orient was £iven exclusive jurisdiction ovur 
Capital City ras to enable it to preserve order at the seat o± 
^rnvient and to protect the Congress and other public officials 
unlatrful interference vmile in the discharge of their duties, 
*iiht peaceably to petition Congress for redress of alleged 
■ances does not include assemblage of disorderly thousands at 
;eat cf the r; over nine nt for purposes of coercion. 

Respectfully submitted, 



V/illiam EU Mitchell. 
Attorney General* 
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jy of tbe *otl*itUs tf this lurm 1* eCNetim with the 
^y lmrMt^gatlatt of curtail* cooditiow |m^ wt #f tjbs 
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Bonue March situation, lou «U1 not* there la attoehed 
hereto * atatenent of the atape taken oy.thle Bureau V 5 
together with a brief »Ute*ent of tbe lnfometlon 4»i4» '■£&'.■•' 
oped during the eouree of Ite iavaaU^atioa and attache ^-, :., 
to this la a datallad aaaXyaU of the, t Ingerprlat recarde 
of each peraoaa *bo had applied for trannportatton fron ^ ^ 
the Veteran* Bureau to return to th»lr fcoae* under the 
CongreBalonal eneetBent/ and who Md .feeee, e pert '#: Vtm ' 
Booua Angr> .'- ■ ''r ■■'"■''■".-■■ •■AV'V.--;.^f:;^^ : r' ; :.------'-- i: ..' '.:",■ ; ,; J;' "" " '" 
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Xf tbara la anything edditlon^ii deelro In 
tiit« matter X ; J *tU ^ gled to Ijaedlatel/ «x^Oj nitn 
your wlahea* :..., \. ■;'•' \ •'. , ■: .'■* .'-.iivVf •-!■}■, . "-.vJ : ■•"■■" 














.,;.,,;* mrector* , fH ^, ^S/|r:^^p^ , feM 

iW:Mm-$&W%^ iff 

k '■;■'.:"- j- . .■ ,j.v,.:-, ; * :-: | ■■:■■■ ^^ ^ investigation : 
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6 learn more about PDF Compression and OCR go to ThePaperlessOffloe.org 




September I, 1932* 



During the encampment of the B*B«T* la Washington an Art 
ef Congress was approved V the President authorising leans to 
veterans for tho purpose of returning to tbolr hemes* 5091 of the 
bottui marchers made application for leans under this Art of 
Congress* f ho Veterans Administration furnished oath applicant 
;.' . '"'.^ with a card which waa to contain the nana of the applicant* hi* 

An*» a«rial wu^jher, Manrioe reeord* organisations, date of 
service, claim number * if aqgr* and application number for adjusted 
service certificate* It hat boon no tod that in a groat many 
eases the card* wore not completely executed, Bavarthelees* 
all 5091 cards were submitted to the different service branohoo 
of the armed forces for the purpose of identifying the appll- 
eants and withdrawing fingerprint records to compare the same 
with the original records of the United States Bureau of Investi- 
gation* 4506 of these cards were submitted to the Identity 
Section of the World War Division of the War Department. The 
War Department was unable to identify the fingerprint records 
of 696 of these individuals. 3810 wore Identified end finger- 
prints compared with the criminal records of the United States 
Bureau of Investigation, 473 cards ware submitted to the laigr 
Department* of which 445 were identified and 23 wore not* The 
445 cards were compared with the criminal records in the United 
States Bureau of Investigation* 103 cards were submitted to the 
United States Marine Corps* All were identified and fingerprint 
comparisons made* L cards wore submitted to the United States 
Coast Guard, only one being Identified! and compared with 
criminal records. 
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The tuamarisation of the 5091 cards submitted to the 
secrvloo branches indicated that 4364 fingerprints were obtained 
and compared with the fingerprints on file in the United States 
Bureau of Investigation* 727 cards were not identified* 

Xt Is understood that a name saarah wa§ mad* bf the 
identification divisions of the services indicated* using such 
data as was indicated on the card with reference to organisation* 
service, dates thereof* et cetera* as a further check to support 
the Identification* 

The search of these fingerprints in the United States 
Bureau of Investigation developed the following Information? 
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Of the i364 fingerprint! searchee, police records have m 
fsx been found for 1069 of these individuals, or 1a other words, 
H*& of this group of veterans of the B.E.J* were found to haw 
prior pollco records. Theseseeerde are divided by offense «lu* 
slfleatlons ae follows* The figures represent convictions* with 
the exception of too item 'Charges dismissed* » whieh represent* 
either dismissal by tho poltoo or by no blU of tho Grand Jury* 

Driving while intoxicated U 

Houor Law* 46 

Drunkenness tj 
Disorderly conduct, 

vagrancy 81 

Oanbliag 2 

Traf fie. Motor T^ido Lam 4 

Blackmail and Jxtortioft 3 
■iliteiy offenses* deeertion/fteSL 

Felonies (unknown) 3 

Misdemeanors (unknown) 22 

Charges di amis sod 107 

Miscellaneous offenses XI 

Total 9«2 



Murder and Maatlaugtiter 


7 


tape 


7 


Robbery 


It 


laianXt 


40 


Bttrglaiy 


55 


Larceay 


13? 


Auto theft 


IS 


Fergexgr, Counterfeiting 


37 


tebeasleaent, fraud 


34 


Weapons, eanying, 




possessing, ate* 


ft 


Sax Off enses 




(except rape) 


21 


Offenses against Faaily 


1$ 


Drug loirs 


9 



■--4* # 
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Tho dlf ference between the total of these offenses and 
tho total of 1069 identifications Is accounted for by the Act 
that no dispositions for the charges against these individuals 
are shown by the record, and thtt information is being collected 
fro* the various police departments, and will be tabulated 
completely at a later date* 

It should *lso be stated that many of these individuals 
hare long police records, and that the above represent* only OHO 
offense for each individual* 38 of this group have been eon* 
Ticted four or more tines* Ho effort has been made to collect 
the number of offenses committed tor the entire group* 

tith reference to the 187 dismissals f it Should be stated 
that most of these records indicate more than one erreet but 
no convictions for this group of 187. 
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In addition to the 4364 fingerprints, it should he stated 
that several days subsequent to the bonus riots In Washington, 
the Unit*! States Bureau of Investigation received fro* the 
Washington Felice Departaaat the fingerprints or 51 marchers 
who had been arrested by the ffeehityton Poliae Department* These 
51 ftaaes ere not included aaong the 43&4 previously «mtioned. 
A comparison of theee fingerprint a was made with the records of 
the United States Bureau of Investigation, ehich resulted in ^ 
the disclosure that 17 of these 51 individuals had prior police 
records, divided as follows* 

Larceny 2 

Milltaiy offenses 5 

Assaalt 1 

Sex offenses X 

Disorderly and vapancy A 

Felonies (unknown) X 

Forgery X 

Bobbery X 

Liquor laws X 

Dismissed 2 

It was ascertained from the service branches of the 
government th^t 16 of these 51 individuals, or 31t5*> had no 
World War Service record, and ware thai not entitled to bonus 
certificates* 

Of this grdup of 51 persona arrested, 33-1/3* had prior 
police records * 
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fla Jagaot if 193Sf » «te«H «■• Mid la tho offloo of *W 
fag*** ftoddo, ooototoat Mtowaay fl«lrtl» «w tho porpooo of oooo*- 

tolalag ohot wrtdoooo ooo ooolloblo In otoaootloa «Hto tho flmd 
Jury ps*ooodlngs In tho SUtrlot of GolnabU u rogorti to tho oo- 
oollod boon* aoxoh oad th* riot* ob-lob —nam* *0y 28th, Bopro- 
I pontotlro* of tho felt* SUUi Soorot oonrloo* Itoltod Btotoo ItUmi 

- MatalotvoUoa* Hotropolitoa Polioo Poportaont* Onitod Stotoo In- 

! algrotLon ftotvloo, and Mllltory XotaUlfonM Htltlon of tho lor 

toportaont, »oro prooont, In addition to flaltod Ctotoo attornny 
loo A* Bow* «r# Ffcrriah, am attoraay Is Mr* Boddo* dlvlaloa 9 ttr« 
/♦ Bdgar HooYor, Blrootor of tho Snltod 8UU1 Baroaa of frvoatlgotloa* 
oad too of bio aoalotaBto* Mr* aughoa tad Br« appal* 
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*r« Boooor roportod for ta« Onitod Btotoo tow of Xnvootlgatlon 
that It hod aodo do lavoatlgntlan of any pbooo of tho bonut aorohor 
aatttotlon tod thoroforo hod bo lafornotloa ooaUoblo* Boeoaoo of too 
gtbtonoato nhleh hod booa loottod la tho proof ooaeoralng rodiool 
oottritio» # thla phaoo of tbo anttor *w diooaaaod and the ropro- 
oontotlvoa of tfao *urloua ergonlantloao ooro eollod upon to fwntiah 
tho Information ahlch thoy aljht bo-ao ooaoomlng tola* oo oall aa 
any othor phoaoa of tho ottuotioa* 

Mr, Sloan of tho Baltod Btotoo Boorot oorrleo, ototod that tho 
only lnf amotion nhtoh ho bad w la th» poaaoaslan of Xaapootor 
Soola of tho notropollton rolioo DoportaoBt oad ototod ho hod oorhod 
la alooo collaboration olth Xttcpootor Bona «sd hod tokoo o groop of 
ollogod rodleolo rtao hod boon orrootod otthla tho blotrlet of OoluebU 
to tho Dlotriet Uao to ooo thot thogr loft tho Dtotrlot* 

Xaopoetor Dotla tomod oror to or. Bovor o fUo ohloh ho hod 
oootalalnf oil of tho laforaotloo la bio pooaoooioa* 

BoprooootaUvoo of tho MlUtory XataUlfonoo t tho Xoalgrotlom 
BorooBf oad tho Totoroao idalaloUmtlcn hod ao lafonotloo to ftnnloh* 

Xt oat asrood that thofoaetlaa of tho Oaltod Hotoo Bturoott of 
Invotti«otloa ooold bo to choob aay fSacorprlat roeord* Obloh alght 
bo ovoilabLo la tbo oadalaol fla«orprlat flloo la ordor to oooortolo 
tho polloo roootdo of aay porooao «bo bod bo«o orrootod during tho 
rioto or oho bod portiolpotod in tho boons aorch* it ooo oloo to 
olot tho Uoltod Btotoa attornogr In prooo&ttng th» ovldonoo to tho 
Qroad Jury by lntorriovlng porvoas dotlgnotod by hia. 

OOPT DESTHOYB© 
19 AUG ZZ 72 
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£s eeeestfenee slth the request ef the Salted ttetee Atiorasy, 
t*e ef the officials ef the felted StatM hriiB ef Investigation, 
Ir* Bughea snd lr* Appel* interviewed ike Oonnissienere ef the 
ULstrlet ef Oolnebla end the 8eeretary to the Beer* of Comisalqaere* 
eeverel Saepeeter* end reeking officers of the Felloe fiepertncnt* 
end ealled eft the tar Depertnent there erreagenente eere node for e 
eopjr ef the order oelling eat the troops to be delivered te the 
wend ?my* 

the Interview* with the Commissioners end the Seeretenr ee* 
mm& on incut 2&d| the entire gronp being present* It eonsieted 
ef fer* Kelchclderf er # President* Conniesioners Crosby end Qeteals, 
end Becretery Oergee* 

Dr* Kelohelderfer eteted thet en July »th # about 12tJ0 P*M* f 
Llmtcnaot Ire B* Keek ef the Setrepollten Folic* Depertnent, ae* 
signed ne tide te General Qroeby* reported te Connlealoners 
teieheldcffcr end Crosby thet e neat serious situation existed in 
the area in ehioh the Treasury Depertnent eee endeavoring to 
recover possession ef ita property) that a short tine before a rlet 
bad oeourred In which the Police had been attacked eith bricks, 
clubs , Iron bars f concrete end alnllar articles* mid that eeverel 
thousand bonus narebers were on their nay from other eanps to 
the eeene* tee truekloede having already arrived* Lieutenant 
Keek eteted thet in hie opinion Md the opinions ef Znepeetore 
Browi and Edwards, Assistant Superintendents ef the felloe Dopartsent* 
the situation was beyond the eontrel ef the folios end bloodshed 
oould be averted only bar the presence of Federal troops* fir* 
Belehelderfer eteted that the Conalesioncra advised Lieutenant 
Keek that before calling tw allltary eld they desired the opinion 
ef Major fllassford, the Chief of Felloe* Lieutenant Keek then 
returned te the ooene ef notion! advised Major deseford ef the 
Oonnlesloner'e request* snd Br* Keiohelderfer etatee that he one 
inforned by Lieutenant Keck that Major Glaaaferd ealdi *8inee 
Vetera (the contender ef the bonne narehere) baa loot eontrel ef 
his non* the Felloe cannot control the situation any longer** 
Lieutenant Keek end Major OLaaaford retnrned^to the office of the 
Connieaionere* arriving about 1 F*K* Major toaatford bad eith bin 
at this tine a Mr* Walker* &r* Relobelderfer stated that this nan 
has aeoonpenled the Major and Superintendent of Police for nere then 
a nonth end hee acted in en edriaory eepaelty to hln* Major dassford 
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ees caked by the OMdnUmn if toe situation 
eeatrol, to which ho replied "Xes% tad en* rapported to thie 
atoteaent V !?• talker* A diaoussioa of too sltoettoa ems had 
end Br, aelchelderfer tUUi toot Major GUosford advised toe 
Felice could w» longer Mid the beans au*chor* la chock* I* «m 
tbca asked nhetoer he thought it accessary to secure toe MllftelM 
of federal troop*, to ehieh he replied that he did. Br* 
Belohelderfer farther etotee that ehlle Major filensford nu* still 
1b too Ceeulsslonere' office, General Cro*by # ton Coaniesioner to 
eherge of Police, telephoned to General ttecArtoar, too Chlof of 
•toff of too Jrny, advising of too situation, omd rccjacetod toot 
troops bo hold in roedineos for o possible later ooll for 
eietoaoe* 



Con*rd Creeby, too Ce«de*loa«r to charge of Felice* ond 
0eorctory Gerges to tooir stoteoento oo r ro b or s tod in detail 
too ototoMtito of fir* Beiehelderfar* Xa addition. General 
Creeby ototod toot ho node too telephone cell to Gceerel 
MeeArtbur ot toot tine, boeease by reason of his experience a* 
•a Arey officer, ho knee that aa advance aotioo of this Mod 
could bo on invaluable aid to too Amy la too event they vera 
lator called* 



) 




the C o — lssio acrs stated that fir* Boiahaldorfor oad General 
Croabgr thereupon ataltod too aroa ahoro too riots had occurred 
for too purpose of advising toaneelvee of too eertensaess of too 
situation* fhoy bessse ooavtoeed of tbo necessity that too Felloe 
receive assistance end returned to too District Building* Shortly 
toorsaftor Ueutonant Soak reported that rioting had again broken 
oat end that a boaaa aarohor had booa killed* It aaa aot antil 
too roport of this killing that it aaa daf toitoly dooidod to 
dispatch a ooaraaiioatloa to too President of too felted States 
rot|Qo*tiag too aaaistoaoo of federal troops to preserve la* aad 
ordor la too District of Col u m b ia* fho Goaajiasioaors atotod that 
frott this tiao oatil too arrival of toa troops too sitoatiaa 
grav steadily aorao* aith a constant iaoroaao In too nuuber of 
booms narehere ia tbo affootod aroa oiaoo about 1 o'clock* 
Ivor/ available nan on fee Folioo force* ehether oa or off duty* 
had boon ordorod to too sooao of too disorder* leaving too 
roaaiador of too District aitooat police protection except 
for a few scout oars* Bo aaa reeatoed to act as reiaforceaeatc or 
relievo those oa duty* »*cy df •hou had had ao rest since aldaicht 
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*t tho praeodlaf 4*7* lfcroata mm bolag mtfm W ***** Mfcbtn 
of aarlaa* Tlolaaoo oboa dartaaoa faU« tfca OwriiilflMH atatod 

that It aaa tha opinion of t upietw r i Vrena, Sftaarda* Baaa and 
fiaaia, m€ Uaataaaat Caak of the Hotropolitan Hlim Bopartaaat, 
aa aoll aa tha*aol*aa that tod the arrlYai of taaopa bM A#- 
l*pod # Uoodihod and doath taald act haw fcaaa avartad* 

Qoaalatloaar Ootwala had no porooaal taaaalodgo af ilia ottnatloa* 



On Juguat 3rd tatarrloaa aar* ooadaatod «tth Inapactora af tho 
Pollaa Dopartaant, abo alao ftoralahad oopioa of atataaaata ahlah 
thoy bad aada at t£o roqaoot of tho Coanloaloaora* 

frapoetor Louis I# I* Waarda, SaaaatlTa Off tear and Aaalataat 
ftxportatoadafct, otataa that ha raoolvad no InotmoUoao la ra^rd 
to aottTltlo* on tho SStfa of *Oy wttl 7lS0 A*«* ohoa ha aaa told to 
haw a detail of 100 aeewittx 4*000 foot of ropo raport to tho 
Traffic Boraaa at 9*30 la ooaaoettoa with tho aaaoaattoa of a parttoa 
of tho aroa ovaod by tho Troaaury Dopartaaat aa Paaa^rlaania Avmua 
at >rf and Four on* Otto-half Stroota* Th aaa aaa vara paraanally 
Instructor by *ajt>r Qlaasford* itoo draa a diagram oa o hlaeitbaari, and 
Inspector Edwards then ratal vo£ hi a fir at datallad laforMttiaa or ahat 
tho oporattoai vara to bo* At aboat 13 a* alack, tho ?ollco *n+ 
attacks with brlcfes and oavaral aora lajarad* Thlo coatirroad aatll 
a truce aaa eallod at lll5 hf Mojor OLaaaford for *l«noti w M about 
thli tlae, having boon taforaad bjr Xaapaotor Brom that boaua aarchtra 
frcm tho various e»p* 9*ra waving in, without ferthor inatruotloaa 
Xnayactor Kdw*rda diroctod that oil Faliao offloara ao or off duV 
ho aoat to tho acaao, auaboriag about 500 



H 



Xaapoetor Kmoat W» Broon, Sonlor Aaalotaat Soparlntondant* 
atatad that ha raoolvad hlo inatrootlona fhr tho opnrotioaa aa 
JTuly 28th for tho firat tdao at 9lX> JUK* f ohan ho found Qanaral 
Olaaaford aaklny a dl«£raa oa tho ttackboarf la tho Trafflo Bttroas 
wqznd room m& aoa Inrbructad to rogulata trafflo la tho affoctod 
araa # Caring tho Uno of tho rlott and oo*ar<& tiao» throa^boat 
tho djy* tnapootor Bbroan atatad that ho aaa plaoad la o o a aoad 
durln$ tho absence of Omortl Ciaaaford # with ao laotr^otloaa aa 
to ahat aaa to bo dona* 
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loth Xaapmtora ttwiii «aft Stmb *trt«4 mat «*? •**••« Mj«v 
fUtaftal *t tea aaad Iter treap*, faap •*• <afftortiaa11r «f taa aplal«a 
feet tKOpa vmw aaeaaaaiy aad «•*• «b« only aaaat af p*a*anttaj 



Xmmpootor 0£&on ?* Bmvim mtmtod that Oft thm moralng of JtOy atth* 
l*mtrmotloa» bmd boon rooolvod that tho Rlmim clatfcom offioor* d#~ 
tailod at tho &mromu of Gri&o ProrwUoo* of mhioh tho fempootor hmd 
ohmrgm, mrt kot to t&ke twj' port la tfco mmtlvitima aod ooro to Mk« mo 
*r*ootm« Ho otmtod ho eommldmrod thl* a aomt osotfutl Immtrootloei in foot* 
thmt thorotof oro it hafi Horn tfco daty of fat* k* to wAm&a thxooghoot tho 
o«vi 9 oboorro oonditloaft mod fmlah inf&rmatiom of thtlr mctirltloo 
to tho WUoo Ikp«rt«ont* Xfcepootor Barte omid thmt ho **m prmmmnt ofeomt 
Xl>0 o*alocfc mt tho tliu thm boon* amrohor wu stoat and that 1a him 
oplm<om tho «oliln£ of the troop« o&m mMOomrnxgr to {trmt furthor blood* 
•hod mad loo* of life* Bo fterthor mtfctod thmt two of htm mo Ae fern* 
tfcotr mhlolds on the outoidm of tholr oomts ooro reoojpimod V Major 
CLmmmf ord In the of f ootod mrom mad ooro told Ip hla to got tm mllom 
mom?, Xn mdditton to thim* om of hlo mo om m ottaooa to tb* mhootimg 
of tho botnu mt&o? end Mat to tho romouo of tho poUoomo Am ho mo 
mttmokmd «&d his lifm plaaod in Joopurdy. thim oocarrod notwlthmtanding 
tho ardor for tfcos* rate t$ mtqr out of the arsa* 

tho forogolag Imepoeturo otmtod thmt th*r owo oot oMonltod I? Major 
GUmmford for mdvimo aor did tfeqr roooiio I&otniotloM othor thoo om 
lftdlootod* 

fcUwtoomot Zro t* Keck (oldo to Coi»lm*tonmr Cromty) mtmtod thmt ho 
om fiTMoot ifcon &o riot* ooottrwd # ooo additlaoml troaKLoodi of bostu 
Mreberm oo^tng to tho »o«n«, mad r^portod to th* Comlomlociora thmt lm hlo 
opinion mud lo tho opinions of feoyootora Broom mad Bdimrdm with itooa bm hod 
tmlfcod* tho Polloo oorild no loogor eoj>o olth tb« oltomtton* Bo om* told 
thmt boforo tbo troopm mould bo cmllod* o roqooot ftrM tho Cblof of folloo 
om* dmmlrod^ fie rotornod to thm ooono of mcUoo mod mo mdvitod Imjor Qlmooford 
Oho mtmtod thmt "Slneo Wtitmm tsml loot oonteol of 4^r 0» mm&, tfcm FoIIm omn~ 
Mt oomtrol tho mo loagor** Bmjer fllmmaford m« tmkom by ULootooMt tomk # 
togothor olth Mr. Vmlkor* to tho Coanltolimoro 9 offloo in tot filotrlot 
Bonding obottt 1 P*X* UomtMmnt Kodc etmtoo thmt Bajor OlMrford mdrlood 
tho OoMloolooorm tbo folic* mould mo lotigmr Mid thm bonmm Mrchort lm 
oho^u Am omkod tho qoomtlom If ho thoo^it It moooomoxy to omll tho 
tooopo # ho mold ho did* lo furthor otmtod thmt thm pUao for thm mrvlotlom 
of tho bMom M^rchmri from tho bmildlag bmd bo« mrrin^od tho dmjr prooodlnf 
thm oWMjomtiom and that Bajor (Hmm^ford might hmTO Imauad hla lnatrucUOT* on 
thmt doy* Be mlao mtatofi thmt practiomlly mo prmparmtiom had bmen »ade to 
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■Mi tha attuattoa ahiah ar taa , Iwr fa* kaaka, altaaaffc to Hit ataaaaat** *f 
tha Ckiaf Clark, im a*t aaad aad afcaa aa aakaa tha ekiaf CUrk ahy thay had 
**t ***& ***d f ha *** adviaad that toatfUOtlaaa had »***, faaaivad froa kajor 
•Laaaford to ittk thaa to * aaatoot* «* farlfeor atatad that kajor QUaiford 
kid apaat hut Kttla tta* to hi* offlao far tka aaat ta* Mattel that ka kad 
koaa artftfranattari aaatifltttoaaly kr a afiiUfi HMd aalaar aha kad a* afflatol 
atatua hat ta *aa fcajar SUaaf ord tomad fa» advtoa tad maul aad that ** 
folia* ftaaartaaat kad ataotiaaUr ika itaalf* 



Uaataaaat look ffer&or *t*tod that a*J*r ftlaaaf ord «m * a**t aUfflaalt 

•araan for tta Caaalaaioaara ta haadla} thai ho **ald yarfora ao Jfeaatiaa a*» 
1m< firoa arittoa toatraetioa* aijpad kgr tta Ooaaigitoaari, tad that ka firaouaatj, 
argaaa tho aoaaaaitgr of ordara avaa thoajh arittoa* ttoutooaat loth* aha* aokad 
If a*y pita had haaa a*da to i«iM tha draw of tta J aa a oat ia aridf* a* Jaly Bath, 
adYi»ad that tpparcaU/ thara had *at* 

toapaetor fhadtlaaa I* Baaa atatad that hit kaoaladca *f ttwtt that day «M 
Halted to ttat h* oca *ba* ha rapartad to r***aaa* to tta aaaxfaaay oall akoat 
X • > oloak« In bia optolaa, aa a roault of kia oxparlaaaa and hia okatarvotloa 
af tta rtoUag, ka kallev«t it aacaaaar? *• **»» tveaaa aalXae! aad toat It aaa 
a aatta? af topoaslfcUlV far a D*?«ftaaat &t tka alaa af tha Kat*apalitaa 
Polio* JJapartaaat to oa?a alth a altoatlaa af tkat ktoa* Ha furtttar atatad 
that If feroopa had aot axrlvad a%an tfcar did* ttara aoaXfl hwra koaa aaro 
taroahla^ further VtoodJk*:* *tid ioe,? «r lifa« fvan af Ur ho rc^>ort«a In rosponaa 
to tiio faaar&X oall he racalvct?. bo InetrucUoaft, hit aiaply did ahot h« eon- 
aldarad best. 

Xaapootos* ApoaiSc V, S« Bttrto # to aharifo of dataatiaaa f atatad that ha took 
aa part to tta folia* aatirttiaa aa tha sttt af Mly # aad that ko kad ro» 

.^ oaiTad toatroetions aarly to tho aantog f*am Cajar COjaaafard t» haft aaa* af 

kia plato alathas aaa to tha vtatoitr* Hit datioa aauld aot aauallr aakraaa 
^ aativitiae to a atta&ttoi of ttiia ktod* 

Tha OoaniaatoBera and tha Folieo off iaors oara oaaaiaod kr ta* (brand 
Jarr «• lafittat ith. 

At tha rarest of Qaitad CUtaa attanaj B*ta* # totarriava aav* had with 
a aaabor of tho aoitfikorto« raaidaata to tha aiatoitr *f ** *•«» rtata asd 
„- aa a ramlt of aaid totartlaa*, taa auok aitaaaaaa aora aahaoaaaoa ta taatifjr 

^ kofor* tha Grand to? to tha off aot that tha looal aitaaUaa aiatit kav* koaa 

tafeaa a&ra af ky tha folic* had it aot kaaa for tka froat toftos af 
aarebore apporaatX/ froa othar awqpa axaaad tfoahtogtaa * 
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It was considered desirable to procure information as 
to the personal history of members of the Bonus Expeditionary 
Tore a r The Police Department was requested to furnish the 
names of persons arrested and copies of their fingerprints* 
They were able to furnish fee fingerprints of hut SI Who had 
been arrested* These were persons Who had Veen arrested 
about the time of the riots* Before that time no finger- 
s^ > prints had been taken when arrests were Made* a comparison 

of these fingerprints with the poliee reeords maintained 
in tiie Identification Division of the United States Bureau 
of Investigation, resulted in the disclosure that 17 of these 
81 individuals, or 53-l/s£, had prior poliee records, dirided 
as follows, the name cf the offense indicating the charge for 
Which eonrieted: 



h f i 



Larceny 


e 


Military offenses 


3 


Assault 


1 


Sax offenses 


1 


Disorderly and Tagrancy 


4 


Telonles (unknown) 


1 


Forgery 


1 


Robbery 


1 


Liquor lavs 


1 


Dismissed 


Z 



Bie fingerprints of these 51 individuals were, likewise, 
compared with the records in the s err ice branches of the Govern- 
stent* From this search it was found that 16, or 31#3£, had no 
Wo^Ld War serrlce record, and, thus, were not entitled to bonus 
certificates* 

During the time whan ifae Bonus Bacpeditionary Toree was in 
Washington, legislation was enacted authorizing loans to veterans 
for the purpose of returning to their homes. In order to ascertain 
the eligibility of applicants for these loans, the Veterans Ad* 
ministration required each applicant to fill out a card containing 
his name, his Array serial number, service record, names of or* 
ganisations In which served, date of serrlce, claim number, If any, 
and the number of hie application for adjusted service certificate* 
In many eases the cards were not completely executed* 
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fhooo wurto ooro obUlaotf tqr too Quito* ftt*t»» Buroan of 
Xovootif otloa and tutatttce! ten too tfifforoat oorvioe branches 
for too purpose of ldontifyiag th« applle*nto # ond thu* ob- 
taining finf orprlnt reoordo ihl<& ooidd o« eaaporotf with the 
poll** rooar6» of too XdoatlfiMUoa EiTUion of too Valtod 
State* Burwu of Zovwtl«otloB* fetoitootojiAJj* too foot toot 
too ft?plioft»to, tooavolvoo, fsmlobod too tefontttloo •&*■* o» 
too oorde, H *m iapooolUo for too —V*U» Woatooa to IdooUiy 
04 votoroas *om of theit iwUviiJual*, 
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Of those cards, 4723 fia* orprlat* *»ra obtained and w „ 
pared with the reeordi la the IdenUfleatloe Divialoa of tha 
Valted CUUi Bareea of X*v**tl«Atlaa* 

There 1b ahoaa on Fage 9 a tabulation of the amber of i»~ 
dividual bonus aarchare which the r*eonJ* of th# felted States 
Buroeu of Xftvestlgatioa oho* a* heirlag boon arroetad V polloo 
•ffladtre* These are divided eecordia* to th* alas* ifia*tl« of 
erlM for Miiefc they vera sfca«fed# It will be attad that that* la 
eho*** *ot only the amber of pereoae charged with offeaeea, bet 
the disposition of these charges - that U, efeether the charge* 
f » w In ponding (this ittolsdea imteoaa dispoeitioae) , or tho thar* ee 
vara tfiealesad, or the pareon* war* coavieted* 

The rsaore* In the Salted State* Burea: *f Xmrcatig ti^n fro® 
vfeich th* tabuletittt wr* wc;e c^tlH of ftngerpris* cards an£ 3*1* 
for*^r<l6<J Jy police rfflcere throughout tlv country* They a .a fur- 
alehed In the regular course of btiaiaaee bgr felloe Bepertaofrte, tad 
ara aaiatalaed ** a Xatloaal Clearing Hauoa fb# identification rmr- 
posee* Xt should bo understood that fingerprint react** aro forwerded 
to this Bureau at ttia tiae *f arroat for the purpoee of **ckine any 
Win t if lofttlon d&ta such aa ?ri« arraat or cwrietlim af tho so*** 
suhj@et« C-n*^HMsntl7 f sa^f f^orprlnt records ara salntalaod la 
tfco Qnlte* 6 tele* Soraau of toTeitieatioo of poraaaa abo bava boon 
arraatad on oaa or mora oeeaoloa* bat *o bar© not b*an aoartetad of 
eriaa* On tHa othar hud» tfaa loraao alio raaalvoa froa Follaa Da- 
partooata dlapoiltloaa of ahAryai afalaat arraatad p«rMu «b«# fla* 
gorprtata bava pravloaal/ boon forward ad. Tbara Alipooltl<ma ara 
aoUd an tha raoordo of t^a Bureau at tha tla* of rioolpt, and tho 
aonvietlooi aat out In tha oaalyili ah lab fbllovo rapraaaat raaordi 
•f flaiaa a^d senteacaa af Impirlaoimafit foUowls^r trial of th* anargaa# 
fka distinction bot*aa& ahanraa ablah baaa baaa ditatijM^d aad c«^to- 
tlqua of par* ms for th? offaasas if bolisrod to be alaarly iboaa la 
tke auasai7# Tha torn *Cbarff as Dlsalasad* Ineludo* all dlspooltloaa 
*f tht shargaa other thaa tgr ooarietlon* 
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fatal aandiaf ar flharfaa CoarlaUaaa 

Y 

a*A a * — .v 

Carr/lag Caaoaalad Vaapoas* •«••••• 9 1 t 4 

SlaardaAjr Caadaat wad Vagraacj*** 107 $ 35 <9 

firlvlac lblla Xatexlaatae' 24 24 

foakannaaa*...* 94 1 i 95 

fert»til«a«tt and Praad..* 52 1 U 9 

raloaioas Ba«ltfid«t,.«««*»„«*.,.»» 13 6 7 

fi»r««r7 and Cawtarfaltiiif. •««•••• 49 4 44 

jW»K3 iag> iTtiitiTtiTininuiiiiu 4 2 2 

L»rc«ny fhaft • 167 2 27 138 

liquor Lavs •• 6i J 9 49 

nxitavr tffw««», DMffUM, *u. «4 a 2 to 

faraotle Drag lava. 12 2 10 

Offaasa* Against tbs Family and 

Cfclldr«. ............. .♦.♦.♦.,.. IB 9 2 16 

R*P«.... ••••••••• ,....., SO 2 6 

tobbary..... ,.„„ 4> 17 46 

tax Offoasas (axeaat npi) ,♦• 27 7 20 

tofplcloa and Saanstlfatlaa 49 14 

Traffio and Motor tahlala Uan.«*« 4 4 

i2«u- M69 a m «t» 

Total Mabar af aanaa a*rohara upon abea flngsrprlnta vara astaiaad 
ffmbar at terns aarafcara with aaliaa rasorda aa Jaand frs* fUsarpriata 
ParaaaUfa af thasa bams aarsbsrs baring aallaa raoarda 

Total aanbar af aoaua aarsaara fsnad to aatn oaa ar aora aonvlatiaaa 
Faraaataga af kiarcher8^cdnvic$eCtj> pufcber fewriog^police-reeorde • ^ 
Faraaataga af boon* naranara' haxiai oonTletloao to total anabar afcosa 

•Mgwyrcaw iiwro aawrooan* . 



4723 
1069 
22,6* 
•29 
76.9* 

l7»4£ 



:'» 



Of thoso Individuals aaavlatad, 149 bad ana prior aonvlotlon far aaaa offamaat 

*7 ««v %w jwiwr otnmowtovup «o nn wrw pranr ewrmMui mn aw o«a nor* wki 

thr*t prior *>*riftticmit MipoaltioM of all arrest c w«* not <rt*Uin*fe!*» 
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fh*r* •*• tmiualUrt hwwith wdmr the titl« of 'fethlblt i« 
*»pl*» *f «h« iotflvlAMl ptfllM mortfi or tew U«ntifU4 frw 
Uw fiag«rprlat« obtain* firm th« »tr«let tortMrtit** «ad •»«par*4 
wtth tot fittf «rpri«U la ta« felta* ftteta* Ivmi of XmrMtlf «Uoo« 
Th«M o»j»l«« laftlata set «nly to* ufuU, tot dtapoeltloM, *4 
t&* frttoding tebfilatlos, labeled *S«safciy #f PoUo* R*«*rdt.» re 
Mftplltd froa taw* ladlvtdaal record* u tfhava hftrftin* 
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November 21, 1932, 






ftEvIOR/ulIiUM *0^ ThL ATTORNEY GENERAL 



Viith reference to the so-called "children 1 3 
delegations", designed to create a demonstration on 
Tha/iksgiviu,; Day at Washington, there i^ transmitted 
herer/ith a memorandum containing information received 
from various sources. 






Eacl. #640343 



Respectfully , 



H 



Director. 
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^J urea it of ^u&estigaihut 



.''aTP 



UhhOKAx;Uj:; L i-Oi-, -i.SSlLTA./! 1 aTTGULY gl:.Uu,l DodD>\ 



I be£ to acknowledge receipt of ;, aiu nenorone.UM cf 
the loth. inGti.--.nt, aiti note the expression of desire therein 
thot you be caviled of the developing situation v.ith reg-ra 
to the voricus arches ontieiootcd to be „iode io.;on i oohin: to:;, 
..i^rc i -rtlcuiorly the "Children's -- erch 11 ^cl-eeulr.d for Thcin.o- 
e-ivinr iaj* 

The various fie la offices oi' the Bureau hove been 
re^ueoted to secure all information pootiibio i'rovi outride 
sources v.-ith reference to this sitae ticn. 

TIi ere Lis transmitted, attached .hereto, o. copy oi* o 
:w€i h .oriuoYuu covering: the information forv.arced to th- Ivo'coo: 
to oo te relative te the "Children's . i:.rch ,T . i'ou uill be 
: d vised of the recoi-t of further do to. 
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nci, 3^593* • 
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It. jSL Ji?utn*nu of ^micstignliou 

pep ur Intent nf ^J notice 

November 21, 1932. 
CHILDREN ! S DEMONSTRATIONS. 



A circular urging the organization of meetings for 
the election of child delegates in all easter.i states to 
go to Washington arid take part in the demonstration on 
November 24 describes this as the "Children's Hunger 
Delegation", states it will serve as a mighty prelude to 
the National Hunger March,, and asks that it be supported 
by local demands for action in every city, town, and 
neighborhood. It includes the slogan, "Forward to a 
successful hunger march on December 5", and is signed by 
the National Committee of the Unemployed Councils of the 
United States of America, Central Bureau; Young Pioneers 
of America, National Committee; and Workers International 
Relief. 

It is also reported that the National Children's 
Hunger Delegation is to concentrate on Washington on Thanks- 
giving Day, November 24, to demand of President Hoover re- 
lief for working class children, and to hold a public hear- 
ing on "child misery in the United States", The march is 
sponsored by the Young Pioneers of America, 25 Fast 12th 
Street, clew York, and the National Committee of Unemployed 
Councils, 799 Broadway, New York City. The child delegates 
will be the elected representatives of workers 1 children in 
the eastern states. Doctors and nurses will accompany the 
delegates, according to the announcement. A list of demo.ncs 
to be presented by the children to President Hoover are: 

1. Unemployment insurance for their parents 

2. $50.00 immediate relief for unemployed 
workers and $10.00 for each dependent 

3* Appropriations by Congress for the establish- 
ment of Federal Child Relief Stations 
4* Abolition of child labor in the United States. 

It is reported that open hearings on child labor and 
"child misery" will be held in Washington and throughout the 
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country on the same date. Doctors and nurses, and also 
children will testify at these open hearings. The hoover 
Committees "for Child Welfare, Child Labor, etc., are 
being asked to send representatives to the hearing in 
YJashington. They will also be urged to endorse the 
National Hunger March to Congress on December 5> in which 
children also are to participate* 

It is further reported that an effort is being made 
to hold a "United Front" conference in as many towns as 
possible to mate plans to support and take care of the 
children's delegations to Washington on November 24, and 
the Hunger March to Washington on December 5- 

Statements in the Daily Worker, the central organ 
of the Communist Party of the United States of America 
(section of the Communist Internationale) are general in 
character and follow the lines of the "call" issued by the 
National Committee of the Unemployed Councils, the Young 
Pioneers, and the Workers International Relief. They speak 
of delegates to be elected at "hunger hearings" throughout 
tiie eastern states, but do ;iot indicate the particular 
localities from which the children Twill come. 

Ho definite information has as yet been secured in- 
dicating the cities from which children 1 s delegations will 
come. A report from Baltimore, Maryland, the reliability 
of which is open to question, states that about se very-five 
children would conie frora Hew York, twenty from Baltimore, 
and some from Cumberland, A rehearsal or local demonstration 
in Baltimore was to have been held November 19- One Joan 
Hardy is said to be preparing to come. She is said to be 
an eighteen or twenty-year-old woman who was previously 
arrested in Washington during a demonstration. 

Reports have been received from Chicago to the effect 
that the children's delegations will probably come from 
Hew York City, Baltimore, and Philadelphia* Translations of 
articles in Novy Mir, a Russian language Communist publication, 
do not indicate details as to the number of children or the 
starting points. 
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Copies of circulars entitled "On to Washington", 
urging the election of workers* delegates for -foe National 
Hunger March to the opening of Congress December 5 have 
been obtained. They are apparently being distributed through- 
out the United States, but as far as can be ascertained at 
this time activities in regard to children's delegations have 
been confined to the eastern states, and no great effort has 
been actually made to recruit children generally* 

It is reported that the young Communist League in 
Young stown, Ohio, has received a letter from the New York 
headquarters asking for marchers to go to Washington for the 
Thanksgiving demonstration, but no one had signed up by 
November 17. 

A report from Chicago indicates there has been no 
activity involving children in that district, but that in- 
formation was obtained that children in Hew York City, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore were organizing for the Thanks- 
giving day demonstration. 

The reports from Pittsburgh indicate that there was a 
meeting on November 19 at which one Edith Broscoe presided, 
when arrangements ^ere perfected for twenty-seven children 
to depart from Pittsburgh on the evening of the 22nd via 
truck and arrive in Washington the following morning. This 
report, the reliability of which is not known, stated that 
one thousand children were expected from all districts and 
would mobilise on Pennsylvania Avenue and march to the White 
House from the Capitol, 

Reports from Detroit indicate there is to be a Children's 
demonstration scheduled for Thanks giving day in Detroit, which 
is being organised by the Young Communist League and Young 
Pioneers. They are to march on the City Hall and subsequently 
on the State Capitol at Lansing. These reports indicate there 
is no information that children will leave Detroit for the 
Thanksgiving day demonstration in Washington. 

Reports from New York City indicate that about twenty 
children are to arrive in New York from New England and meet 
at New York a group of about forty children on November 23* 



i 




u 






■4SO*'* 



They are to then proceed to Baltimore * Other groups from 
Philadelphia and We stern Pennsylvania v/ill also proceed to 

Baltimore, These children are to remain at Baltimore 

until the morning of Thanksgiving Day and then the entire 

body of about one hundred children will leave Baltimore for 

Washington. This report states that one Ernest Cemer 

is now in Washington making arrangements for these children 

to interview the President, After the interview the conimittee 

intends to have a huge ma^s meeting at some undetermined hall 

in Washington, The children are to stay over night in Was hi; gtoi' 

and leave Washington Friday for their homes. 
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JOHTJ EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOH 
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I .in attechin L : h^rc+o, for yenr 
information, a copy of a circular entitled 
"On To \iiio:an-:ton", v.uiic-. Is bein;: v.-idely 
distributed throuchout the country for t;;-> 
purpocn of r.Tousinr intercut in the propose a 
National Hunger March* 
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November 16, 1932 



MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT ATTOBNKY GENERAL DODDS 



Information has been received that on November 10, at 
Xoungstown, Ohio, at the Workers' Center, 334 East Federal, 
a meeting was held to make arrangements to send a delegation 
of children to Washington, D. : C. It seems that delegations 
of children are being sent from all over the country to 
gather in Washington, proceed to the Yihite House, and on 
November 24, Thanksgiving Day, stage a demonstration thank- 
ing President Hoover for the hungry, famishing, clothe sless 
children his four years in office have produced, and demand- 
ing free school books, clothing, and warm meals at the 
schools three times a day for the children. 

At a meeting November 8 in Young stown, Ohio, it appears 
that a report was made on the National Hunger March, the 
statement being made that the march will take place soon, 
there being nine lines, one of which will pasr through 
Youngstown with over a thousand delegates. Arrangements were 
made for a conference on November 23 to elect thirty- two 
delegates to go from Young stown; to get three trucks with 
food and clothing, and $320.00. 

The above information was gratuitously furnished from an 
anonymous source. 

Very truly yours, 



r4 



rector. 
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JOl\U l-DGAR MOOVt R 

D) RECTO Pl ' 
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3!l.. fe\. Alrptrtjiirut of ^Justice 

^Utrrau oi ^iuficstitjatimt 

Hov ember 15, 1932, 
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MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT. ATTORNEY CENTAL DCDDS. 



H 



For your information end appropriate attention, there are 
transmitted herewith four photostatic conies of both sides of a 
circular labeled "On to Washington", issued by the Joint Gora-tiittee 
for Support of the National Hunj^r March of the Workers Inter- 
national Relief, LS.2 Fifth Avenue, H e vr York City, v;hich contains 
details of a proposed march. 

Very truly yours, 

ircctor. 
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End. #640244 
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November 15, 1932, 




memoranda: for assistant attorney general dodbs. 



For your information and appropriate attention, there are 
transmitted herewith four photostatic copies of v news item which 
appeared in the Post-Dispatch, St. Louis, Missouri, November 6, 
1932, referring to the activities of Herbert Benjamin, Secmtair of 
the National Committee of the Unemployed Councils, in the proposed 
hunger inarch to tfashintfton, D. C. 



Very truly youre, 

Director. 



/ 



JOHN ED£AR HOOVER 
;~X 



DIRECTOR 



fi- 
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$L£&. Jlepariiunit of ^Justice 

^Bureau of "^i^sitsatwit 

plasljmgiou, |B- COL 

November 15, 1932 



MEJORAHDOa FOR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GKNERAL DODDS 



* 






For your information and appropriate attention there 
are transmitted herewith four photostatic copies of a circular 
entitled "Rank and File, Veterans March to Washington". 

Very truly yours, 






3ncl. £6^0332 



\)irector. 
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JOilN CDGAR HOOVTH 



D 



•)• 



^iUtrcau nf ^i^Iirstt^aitutr 

Piwlfat B tmt f ^,aL 

November 15, 1932. 

MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT /-TTOEHET G7NFPAL DODDS, 



For your info una tion and appropriate attention, there 
ore transmitted herewith four photostatic copies of a circular 
relative to a proposed celebration of the fifteenth anniversary 
of the Russian Revolution, transmitted to the St, Louis office 
of this Bureau by Mayor Ha^ist of Mascoutah, Illinois. 



Very truly yours, 

1 Director. 
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Encl. #64.0238. 
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3:U^.33rp»rlwnntt nf Snfrtue 
November 8, 1932 • 



JiEADRANDtKj FOR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL DQDDS, 



For your information and. appropriate attention, 
there are transmitted herewith four copies of a memorandum 
of information regarding the contemplated hunger march to 
Washington in December, rfiich was obtained from an 
anonymous source* 



Very truly yours, 



Su- . H^^^ 



Director. 
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„__ __ __ an( ^ 12th the enlarged national committee of 

'_ . __ _ ..uncils met in Chicago and drafted plans for the 
uneiiipicjjred hunger march to Washington in December. These plans are largely 
a duplicate of the plans used last December. Beginning the first c.f Novem- 
ber local Communist groups will begin agitation for the march 7/hich will 
taice the form of local marches to City Halls, County Bureaus and Stnte 
Capitols where demands will he made for the support of the national hunger 
march* 

The program calls for some 3000 official delegates from ti-o 
forty-eight states apportioned according to distance, population, eie. The 
march 7ri.ll originate in eight different remote cities and the vario- s columns 
will merge as they approach Washington, until there ;vill be only th 3e sep- - ^ 
orate columns en tor Washington from the North, South and 'Vest, The starting & 
points will be 1 - Seattle; 2 - San Francis 00; 3 - Los Angeles; 4 - Sioux 
City; 5 - New Orleans; 6 - Tampa; 7'- Buffalo; 3 - Boston* Column:: -i end 3 
will merge at Kansas City; columns 1 and U at Pittsburgh and all Co*, r of 
these Western columns viili merge at Cumberland, Md. Columns 5 and c v/ill 
merge at Richmond, Va», and columns 7 and 8 Trill merge at Baltimore 'Ad. 
These are the main co linens and at the various major cities on the :*c ;te 
lesser columns tapping the surrounding territory vrill merge with th' main 
division* 



The march will be conducted as follows: 

1. The National Committee v/ill be in full charge of all arr^:: : . . 
in the matter of preparations, enroute to and in Washington. In f,U 
matters and matters affecting food, lodging, etc. The 'A orders Int ■**-" 
Relief will share the responsibility, 

2. Each column will elect its own leadership in the folio * r in-: 

a*- The unit 01" organisation will be the individual auto or tru». 

b - The marchers on each truck or auto v/ill elect one of timir 
as captain. The truck captains v/ill constitute the lending committe' 
territorial division and will elect one of their members as territor. 
c an tain and another as assistant can tain* 



.^cnLS 
.ncial 
■^tional 



runner: 



TOJp 

^ of the 



c - The captains of the territorial divisions shall compose tV; 
committee of the column. These v/ill likewise elect a column cap t a I. 
various committees will hold daily meetings to consider their proble. 
transmit their decisions to their units. 



LOrLlmg 
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;5 rJid 



d - V/here two columns converge as in Kansas City, Chicago, Pitt.- ^urgh, 
etc. the leading committees of both columns shall ^erge aad elect tru leader 
of the combined column* 



u 
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On October 11th &nd 12th the enlarged national committee of 
the National Unemployed Councils met in Chicago and. drafted plans for the 
unemployed hunger narch to Washington in December. These plans are largely 
a duplicate of the plans used lest December* Beginning the first of Novem- 
ber local Coa-'auaiat groups will begin agitation 'for the narch which will 
take the for* of local marches to City Halls, County Bureaus and State 
Capitols where demands will he made for the support . of the national hunger 
march* 



The program calls for soi^e 3000 official delegates frora 
forty-eight states apportioned according to distance, population, 
march will originate in eight different remote cities and the vari 
will merge as they approach Washington, until there *ill be only v 
arate columns eattr TJashington from the Horth, South and *vest. Tn 
points will be 1 - Seattle j 2 - San Francisco; 3 Los Angeles; A 
City* 5 - New Orleans; 6 - Tampa; 7 -'Buffalo; 8 - Boston. Colura 
will merge at Kansas City; columns 1 and A at Pittsburgh and all f 
these Western columns will merge at Cumberland, Hd* Colunm3 5 izx-- 
merge at Richmond, Va*, and coluian3 7 an4 3 will merge at Bal timer 
The3e are the main coluinaa and at the various najor cities on the 
leaser columns tapping the surrounding territory v/ill :uer£e with t 
division. 
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The march will be conducted as follows i. 

1* The National Committee will bo in full charge of all am-, ^enrnts 
in the xatter of preparations, enrouta to and in flashing ton. In financial 
matters and matters affecting food, lodging, etc. The Workers International 
Relief will share the respon3ibility. 

2# £ach column will elect Its own leadership In the follow In nonneri 

a#- The unit of organization will be the individual auto or truck 

b - The marchers on each truck or autp rill elect one of the I:* ^roup 
as captain. The truck captains v/ill constitute the leading ccnrltiee of the 
territorial division and will elect one of their n cabers as territorial 
captain and another as assistant captain* 

c - The captains of thn territorial divisions shall coapo30 tUo lending 
committee of the column* Theee will likewise elect a column capt in. These 
various cojeaitteea will hold daily meetings to consider their probi.-v.i3 and 
transmit their decisions to their units. 

d - ffhera two colurans converge as in Kansas City, Chicago, Pit ;sburrh, 
etc. the leading cojnraitte-35 of both columns shall mrge and elect \\& leader 
of the combined column. 
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e - Each division shall or^njii^ - campaign -lef'ri^ squad 
leadership of the division captain. 
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All columns will enter Washington on December 4th and on that 
evening will be held the first session of the Workers Congress. On the 5 th 
of December demands will be presented to Congress in n manner to be determined 
later. After the presentation of demands the Congress will be reconvened. 
Departure from Washington will take place on December 6th and in the same 
formation as upon entering, going back over the sane routes to capitalize upon 
the propaganda and sympathy developed at meetings held on the way to Washing- 
ton and also for the various delegates- to make reports at big mass meetings 
that will.be scheduled. 

The Communis t veterans 1 bonus march will arrive in Washington 
about December 2nd or 3rd to be on hand when the hunger marchers arrive. This 
is h very clever move on the part of the Communist Party as the veterans v?i i 
form a defense corp to protect the hunger march on its arrival and during i-.-s 
sojourn In Washington. The veterans will present their bonus demands with 
the demands of the unemployed delegates. 

The Farmers National Relief Conference will immediately folio?/ 
the veterans and unemployed, it being scheduled for December 6th* This con- 
ference Is organised under the direction of Lem Harris, who is acting as 
national secretary. Harris is a young Harvard graduate who first appeared . :.i 
the scene in Prussia as a correspondent for the Moscow Dally News when it w:r 
inaugurated in October, 1950. At that time Harris v:as roust about Ln^ In So let 
Russia spending a major part of his time around ths collective farms* He :.. 
reported to be connected with some farm journal in ftashln^ton, D*C. 

tihen the picketing was inaugurated by members of the farmers Holi- 
day Assn. in Iowa and adjacent states, members of the ^oramunist Agrarian 
organization, the United Farmers League and also of Unemployed Councils be- 
come active in the picketing movement stirring the farmers to further radio I 
outbreaks* On the 9"th of September a conference of farmers ".vas held in ^iov.x 
City, Iowa with representation from 10 states. Here plans were drawn up fer- 
tile Washington Conference. The daily Worker of October 6th 3tst3d as folio. ,: 

"The Communist Party stands ready to give all possible help to the Earn- 
ers National Relief Conference* In all oarty sections vhere there are farm- 
ers, oarty members should help farmers to organize meetings and elect farmer 
delegates and first of all to initiate local movements* Meetings have the 
right to send one voting delegate for every 23 farmers present at the meetir^* 
Party members and party organizations should extend aid to the fullest possible 
extent to delegates on their way to Washington. In this way the Communist 
Party will help to make into a reality the third plank in Its election 
platform which reads as follows: 

'Emergency relief for impoverished farmers without restriction 

by the government and banks j exemption of imooverished farmers from 

taxes and no forced collection of rents or debts, 1 




/ 



/ 
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w 3ut thi~ notional conforeace will really have deep oi^ilflcunue only if th:: 
Communist Party is. able to help the toiling farmers to organize jnass move- 
ments in every village, before and after the national conference , <and bring 
about solidarity action between farmers and city workers, especially'- with 
the unemployed* Tl 

Thus' we see theComunist Party slov/ly but surely capitalizing 
upon the unrest and dissatisfaction which has been developed by the constant 
agitation of subversive agencies in this country* Communism is accomplishing 
its objective of uniting the classes wfrich have become radicalized by constat 
propaganda and turned toward revolutionary channels* The converging of the:;s 
three major class groups upon Washington within the period of a week has 
indeed a major significance and out of it, may develop almost anything* That 
the Communists are planning on creating trouble :s evidenced by the careful 
plans that have been laid with the greatest of skill and thought. *his 
includes the massing of veterans which will include gunmen and thugs under 
the guise of veterans, to or o vide a defense group to oppose any action on 
the part of federal authorities to regulate or check the activities of 
the reds vihen they reach Wash ins ton, "This will :nark a decided advance in 
the Communist .movement in the United States and once again the Press will 
contribute thousands of lines of free advertising to the ^ommunist movement. 



m 
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Basing conclusions upon the ever increasing boldness of the 
Communist groups, almost any for:n of violence may be anticipated in con- 
nection with this combined mass movement invasion of the Nation* s capital 
frorn December 3rd to December 11th, 1932. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL DODDS. 



I 



For your information and appropriate attention, 
there are transmitted herewith copies of a letter from the 
Wevr York Office of this Bureau dated November 2nd and its 
enclosure, a memorandum submitted by Special Agent 1*. E. 
Xing-man. Attention is invited to the statement that one 
Baron Van Der I J oat and R. R. Waterman, in an interview at 
the New York Office, advised that there is an alleged plot 
on the part of one Hadley of New York City, to organize a 
revolution against the Government of the United States, 
through enlisting members of the Bonus Expeditionary Force, 
and the ultimate seizure of the various Government arsenals. 



This Bureau has taken no action in this matter in 
the absence of a request. 



Very truly yours, 



•a 



Director. 



Enclosure #640135 
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Kovenber 2 f 1932. 



Director, -j,--.-.;. ;1 -...-;, . , t ,,— % ^ ;; .v. : l? 

Unite a Stat&J&'Tjur^im* of ^Tnve&tii&tioft, " 

Washington f D* C* 



5 



■' i;tih:\:^A:~ . :-- - : -. t>, : /^* .- ■..-■ .-<'. ,'.■■- 1 - .■ - -;-.- - - - 

V: j v.v, For tho Bureau'^ information, In , the event af r h/ 
subs a ciuent inquiry or activities on the part of the individuals 
named, I uxrl submitting herewith copies of a memorandum submitted 
under date of October £3, 1932 by Special ii^ent L. li* Kingtian, ,-- 
cone amine tin interyie^ hti4.at the New York office with Baron r.. v 
Van Dor lloot and iu lu Yiatorcia^, relative to an alleged plot on 
the part of one lUDIiTf of. New York City to organize a revolution 
against tho ^overnjuaut of tha United Eta toe through the enllat-.. 
nent of inenbera of ,the Bonus i^cpaditionary ^orce and the ultimate 
aeiaure of, various Government jarsenuls and other itajna of Govern- 
mental e true ture*l \'l\/. ..... 



v-i :i ; ; , ;. ■-... ..No. furtlier action/ie beins taken upon t hie in- ; 
formation, atjths present tlpe,, '.'I * . ■ ' / ., 



t 



Jfery truly youpc_ t 






enc. 



-J. E.">. v DUHN 

"> Special Agent in Charge 
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Poet Office Box 251 
Grand Central Station 
New York, N. Y. 



October 28, 1952 



MEMORANDUM FOR SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE J.E.P. DUNN 



Baron Van Der Noot f of 305 West 98th Street, who has bean 
a frequent visitor at the New York Office in the case of Patrick 
Kelly f Impersonation, came to the New York Office today (October 27th) 
accompanied by one R. R« Waterman, who maintains a place of bucir.ass 
at 100 ttest 37th Street, New York City and who resides at 3447 D:2alb 
Avenue, The Bronx. 

Waterman etated that he was formerly Treasurer of the 
Bonus Expeditionary Forces and was engaged in soliciting fu^ds for 
them, and during this time maintained an office at 100 ?eryr 37th 
Street. He stated that an individual by the name of Duke?iiadley t 
during August of this year, had phoned to Waterman's office on soveral 
occasions in on attempt to make an appointment with Waterman and 
at one time came to the office during Waterman's absence and waited 
three hours for him. Waterman stated that he later arranged an 
appointment at 9 P.LI, on or about August 25, 1932 and took Baron 
Van Der Noot with him to meet Hadley. Waterman stated that as nour 
.as he can recall Hadley met them at his home in a large apartment 
hotel on either 47th or 4Sth Street. Ur. raterman stated that his 
interest in meeting Hadley was because he supposed Kadley wished \;o 
contribute something to the B.E.F. He etated that this apartment 
hotel was located near iiadison Avenue. Waterman and Baron VanDeiltoot 
, were both present during the conversation with Hadley In which 
Hadley represented himself to be in the tobacco business. 
He claimed to be of an old Southern family of aristocracy and a 
descendant of Alexander Hamilton. Hadley outlined a plan for £ 
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revolution against the government of the United States and stated that he 
v.as anxious to interest the members of the B.2.K. in hie plan and that if 
they v.ould be interested he had definite plana for the seizing of government 
arsenals and that he could also get members of the Army and Iiavy to lay 
doivn their eras and refuse to support the United states against the 
revolutionists, and that by means of hie plans it vould bo possible to cei:,3 
the entire government structure. Hadley claimed to have connections in 
Veshington with senators and congressmen, and other government officials, i..nd 
claimed that he kne* f "tht> inside stuff* of ho* the government is operated 
by the officials. He claimed he kn<y»7 about crooked deals with rhlch\Presi .^nt 
I-;erbert>JIoover v;as connected v.hile conducting the Belgian Relief v;ork. K* 
tinted to know ho* many 3.h.P. boys there Kere in Kev. Vork find hew many 
could be congregated all over the United States, for the purpose of soizir: 
arsenals and government buildings, iladley claimed ho wanted to organize a 
Nov: York headquarters and from this headquarters sproai propaganda nations 
ana perfect organizations throughout the country. Watermen stated that Ha 
v. as a very educated nan, of exceptionally good manners and rearing, and 
v/as apparently a gentlemen of wealth. • 

Mr. V ate man and Laron Van I^r Loot belie via, that Pat < Kelly 
v.-as a government r^eut report^-:! their conversation -sith ?ladley to Kelly sc 
\l-\t an invf;sti/;a" ion ni.--.ht bo made. ;.n terrain stated thut ha inferred :.';■*. 
Had ley that the members vera 100£ American, and v. ere not interested in 
c-n^ariur in any revolutionary activity against the government of the United 
States* and torminvtteu tha conversation as soon "as possible after learning ■■.-hat- 
iijidley did not riah tc contribute anything to tho 13 •>;.:■. Vuterman stated 
that for a ti^e he vas of thn opinion that Hartley night have boon an under c^?er 
afent of somo sort v.orking for the govomment, and bad outlined those 
revolutionary plana rieruly for the purpose of ascertaining if tho member? c" the 
■i.-^.F. were all ready en/;a : :;cd in revolutionary activitic-s. 



isy 






Vatornian and Baron Van b'or IJoot stotsd that it r.-o\;ld be quite oa.-; 
for than to a^ain contact ^adl-y In ca^o the ^nvarnrr.snt ^aa into routed in 
investigating him further and stated thoy roulrt possibly be able to intrcchi:.-: 
a ^o vernme.it agent a 3 on a of their number interested in conducting a revolution. 
Ac«nt informed Baron Van i:er Hoot and Mr. Waterman that this matter v;ould be 
properly handled and that if it was necessary to a^aln contact them, thoy vo...ld 
be communicated ^ith. 



L. E. KIKGMAli 
Special Agent 



*\. 



-JOHN EDGAR Hu'JVCR 
director 



i 



3it> t S. Jlrp:-irimnit of /(liisitrc 
November 7, 1932. 









MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTAHT ATTORNEY GENERAL DQDDS. 



The Bureau will appreciate a reply to its 
memoranda of October 13th and 21st, concerning the 
disposition of a box of unloaded 44 caliber shells 
forwarded by the Treasury Department, and the con- 
templated hunger and bonus marches. 



h 




Very truly yours, 

Director. 



h;i i:n ? 
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,JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

* DIRECTOR 
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3iL JILBrpariiiumt uf SJudire i ^ 



pJafiljmfltim, ^L CI* 



November 




MEK'JIiANDUM FOR ASSISTANT ATT0RM3X GfcNERAL DOODS. 



For your information and appropriate attention, there 
are transmitted herewith four photostatic copies of page 3 of 
the Daily Worker, New York, Monday, October 24-th, in v;hich is 
outlined the program of the mobilization of the so-called National 
Hunger March, to converge on Washington, December 4th . 




End, £640O/-6 










.KUV < : - 




-\<t v > i 




U^ 



more about PDF Compression and OCR go toThePapei1es80fflce.org 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVTR 

v J DIRECTOR 



I* » 



u 



ft 



Jjhiraut nf JlnftcsHgafwrit 

November 3, 19 J 2. 



* I '?. r **■ * ■♦*■' «*- 



I ■"- •'•■..^..M/s>C-K i 



fAD^OPJUiPUI-A FOH ASSISTS! ATTGRMD" GZNLRAL K)LTS. 



For your information and appropriate attention, there 
cro trmir j fitter! herewith four copies of ;l letter from Mr. 
Viator f\ Eteele, of the National Republic and Th<* Hetinn;il 
Republican, fcted October 23, 19/ 2 ^ and its enclosure, c^n(:r.?-nin^* 
Cor-;;unir.t Party pirns for the National Hun.~or Xr.rch on V.-;-.rhi^7ton, 
sen coulee 1 for December 4th. 



Very truly yours, 

P j rector* 
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Fncl. /'64.003J 
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'■..ith e7i?re^Gioi:G nf lay o^rjt visl 1 -^ - i«i? M'hcot ^;:t-ei ., 



ii:icers"ly ;.""■ *"r~, 



TV roc tor* 



,\" ... . 


- > ',*■■. v ■"" 


-•&■£■•:,• ■ - ' ' . 
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^ Si>$tartamt nf Junius 



November v^A, 1931* 






Mr. J* Edgar Hoover, 
Director, Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
V/ashington, ^* C. 



Dear Mr* Hoover:- 

I am inclosing a "red circular" that I have 
Just received from Gary, Indiana* I presume the country 
ir beine flooded with this stuff, but I thought it veil 
for you to tnov: what they are doing out in my section of 
the country. 



these rats. 



I v/ir.h there was some v;ay of getting after 

With all good wither, I am 

Very truly your?:, 
(Signed) 'YJill H* V. ; ood. 
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VO H Nx E D G AR HOOVER 

director 



c* 



fi* 



3:U J§. JlppiU'humt nf ^Justice 

JjBiirrau of ^uGestigatiun 

J0asl[i«fltmt, ,3. QL 



L'ectv.bcr 2, 1*>3 = 



AlK.;Q?j:I-ir:Ul.1 FO R AS SISTANT ATTO jJj jSl GE HLRAL DQbbS,, 



For your information ^nd appropriate? atten- 
tion, the :"^ro;:u h:.:; been advised by the liftt'.oncJL 
j : ci_Ivery Service, an organisation v.'bich through con- 
tracts a r i- r - nn e^: for to -j 6. b to be del i v c r eri fro r.i o ne 
city io another by oivner.v ot truck y, th-vL one of the 
driver; 1 : in hew York who ov/ns a number of truck;:- hc-.d 
just rented five trucks in lie": York to Cor^uniM £ 
which ore to be used Tor the purpose of tr^jc ^rtj.ii;; 
the agitators ;vho ';re engy-^^o. in iho :o-caj.j ec him cr 
/;rch on the Cr^tl^l* 



/cry t>ru.: 



£^_ . ^Vo-C^v^O 



bir-ctor* 



r«, ? 



* z 



^ / /<C - *2 



-■(Pi K 



C 




JOHN EDGAR l-!OOVER 
*— ^ DIRECTOR 



Q 



) 



3t. £f. Jlrpart limit of Justice 

3htrcmr of Suusstignticu 

TOastumjtan, §. (0. 

December 1, 1931- 



%\* 



MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT iffTORNBj GENEPJiL DODDS 



For your information and appropriate at- 
tention there is transmitted herevrith a copy of a 
circular relating to the so-called hunger march, 
which was sent to the Kansas City Office of the 
Bureau ty- the United States Attorney at Y.'ichita, 
who in turn received it from C. J, Botkin, Claim 
Adjuster. A. T. S. F. Railway Company, Box 92, 
Mar celine , Missouri • 

Very truly yours, 



Incl. if/29291 



4 



Director 



>■ n- 



/ 



/ 



/ 



lis' 
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G© 



HAF-kee 



.^■'■' 



Novenber 28 f 1931 ♦ 



Major and Superintendent, 
Metropolitan Police Department, 
"'aahincton, P. C. 

Sir; 

VJith further refer e nee to tlie proponed hunger 
mrch cf the co~c ailed unemployment orcenization rhich 
is scheduled to appear in hashing ton at the opening of 
Congress, I be£ to enclose herewith for your inf anr&tion 
a copy of a circular with refer once to certain so-called 
dofenso croups and their activities during iho prGr>poc- 
tivo huzigor march « 

Itacpoctfully, 

For the Attorney Conors!: 



t Bod 



Sigiir^d; JN Ug^lit V 



oaa^ 



V 



End. 759659 



Ass latent Attorney Goncr^.l* 



I 'V* 



p' NOV 30 m\ ° l i) 

■-■■ . ''■' r j' <^..V-* 





MOOVPJR 



Oi 



O 



ill g. grparlmml of gustier 

3Jumw »F 3fuuestiguti0u 

^Washington, $. <H. 



:2i..;0w.;-;iMi.-: iok assxW^t m vi ^rt (Ml±±^ K;[>u; 



I mx tr^p.snitUm;, cS-t/'chcJ >:c-iv : :to, < T. V y 
of £ cLrcv-lrr lorrarded to'thr- Chic-^o Office 1 ;.- tl-c 
Co :r.. -i :-■:;. Lojrv:r oi' Police it Chic:: re v/it-h r^crc-ce to 
ri .-.4.-j) ri rc ._ r:: i is:6. t^forw-? Grouon an«\ t 1 oh 1 ;..ctLvxtic£ 
corirv Vy.z pro:-, active "burner !.^rch., tf 

The liiiruM vfi.ll take no i<ivest.iM Live action 
in cor.ncctic:i v/ith thic ::iatter unlo:^ it ruc^'-v-s Cin-'.ii; t.r 
c:ovLcp tl-rt t;!',s co-^cr: within it:: inv-rt u-- tivc ; : m-i: iciLc 




Incl. 777*6554 






J »*• - 



'/ 




!%■*':$!*'': 



W' 



Q 



H 



O 



groups nuRiaG the nati'.-.^im". an jo- 
l;r march. 



Take, note s and DKS TROi JiFTra RR ADIMG. 

(These directives are oaly for DO T s. They shall however be carried 
thru at an early date and not left to the last minute.) . 

The previous experiences of state and local hunger marches have 
shown the possibility of attack on the part of the armed forces and 
of the fascist groups on the National Hunger March. 

Already the American Legion has had a special meeting in Washington, 
and took up the question of the Rational Hunger March and discusses 
ways and means of breaking up the march. Vie must be thoroughly pre- 
oared for an attack* The attack can be expected as follows; 

1, In many localities an open attack by the state and city police on 
the march. 

2. The organization of fascist groups, American Legion, etc., to at- 
tack the marchers. 

3* Re-route the marchers outside the city limits in order to avoid 

passing thru important cities. 

4*. Ricking on little details, ay overcrowded trucks, etc., to break 

up the march. 

5- To demoralize the march in Washington proper thru either an open 

attack or other mys, such as denial of housing accomodations thru 

all kinds of excuses, etc. 

6. Splitting up of the main column on the route and thus demoralizing 

the effectiveness of the march. 

In order to withstand all possible attacks by the city, state and nat- 
ional government, we must take immediate organizational steps to pro- 
tect the National Hunger March and organize defense groups to defend 
the March from all possible attacks. 

The following steps shall be taken and carefully prepared: 

1* Right after the conference where the delegates Till be elected, h 
meeting of all delegates shall be held and the delegates 
assigned to trucks. Vvhile dividing the delegates special attent- 
ion must be given to assigning to every truck 3 comrades :ls a nuc- 
leus for defense work, whose task it is to lead jnd involve the 
workers in defense* wherever possible th^se 3 comrades shall be 
ex-servicemen, or physicially fit for this v:ork« 

2. A special meeting of the comrades assigned for defense shall be 
held //here the duties and tasks shall be explained and detailed 
instructions given. 

3. &very district division shall assign a comrade responsible for the 
defense v/ork, ;;ho in turn shall be in close touch with the defea- 
se groups on the trucks. Comrades responsible for defense work 
shall sit in the front of the truck with the driver. 

4- The district division and column shrill move together. Under no cir- 
cumstances shall they break up. This in itself is ^ne of the prereq- 
uisites to v/ithstand an attack. 

5. The defense of every truck shall be placed so that they can be thy 
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o 



o 



th.: 

■vorl 



first to dismount -v.d th- la;-;"- to aoji: 1 . 

u. Thr. cororadt: in uhir^e of '.ne deiVa >- -vorl shill -.rrvi-;>i • i th th-:. 
defense groups for a special signal, whittle lp- hu..;!-, hion --h-.!.l 
indicate to discount the trucks, to remain standing near the trucks 
or to move forward to the first truck Taiere the trouble started. ,v;^» 

7. A special si^n^l shall be designated for a general dismounting &?*€:' 
the trucks by -ill m-ren-ors. 

8. Special attention shall be given to the firyt and last truck, and a 
larger number of comrades fitted for trie defease vaork shall be as- 
signed. In case of an attack on the front tracK. the 

defense group shall be signalled to tiisiuount the trucks and when 
necessary be signaled to .'nave forward for assistance. 

9. At night stopover points squads shall be assigned to guard olacc^ 
where the delegates are housed, on the basis of regular watches. 

10. Vfhen demonstrations are held in cities, defense squads shall be div- 
ided in tv:o, one group shall be around the speaker and the other at 
the outskirts of the demonstration. 

11. It is necessary to have a series of meetings betvesn the days of 
the United Front Conferences and the departure, to drill the com- 
rades properly and definitely explain the tasks .and also vmrn them 
of provocation, etc. 



The district division captain ";ho vrill be elected right after tva-. conf- 
ereuce shall receive a copy of these instructions, and is resooasiVLe 
to carry thorn thi^u to the point* 

Special attention must be paid to the truck drivers, th..v. they -.ivv- "pl- 
iable comrades and instructed not to dismount the trucks, no natt;?-- 
-/■'hat occurs, and they .must also have sufficient skill in driving t; .j 
trucks thru lines of trouble, bee to it tnai, every trjck has \:i a. ,:,. 
set of tools. 

Special attention must be given to the y^aath and as maay as jossiblj? oi 
the young marchers shall be dra.vn into the defense ,-ork. 



Stones are a very important defense, 
/rith a sufficient number of stones. 



: r u c k ;.: h a 1 1 be au o . > 1 i *\ 



r : 4jr A 
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♦ JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 



,) 

j&Jttmtn pf .jjinftcstigniiim 

JUa&ljiiujimt,^3.<E. 

October 2U, 1931. 

MliiORANDUwl FOR ASSISTANT ATTOEHSX GENERAL DODDS. 



X-U 



For your information and appropriate attention, there are 
t ran emitted herewith three photostatic copies of &n article 
in the Drily TJorlcor, organ of the- Communist Party, New York City, 
October 21st, with regard to further plans in connection v;ith- 
the so-called public herrings to be held from IJoveuber 1 to 
November 7 in all principal cities of the United States at the : ^ ■ 
instance of the National Bureau of the Trade Union Unity League ,-\\ 
to expose tT starvation conditions 1 ' in connection v.'ith the National / ^ 
Hunger March. 

Very truly yours-, 
For the Director, 

Assistant Director. 



Enrt. ^726507. 



i 
t 

' /I • < 









w » JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

* 



© O 



'^xtrccxn nf <3n&c»itgaiunt 

October 15, 1931. _ 

! 

MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT ATTOHSHT GENERAL DODDS 



For your inf6rmation, there are transmitted 
herewith copies of a memorandum received from a con- 
fidential informant believed to be reliable with 
reference to plans of the Communist Party of the 
United States end Trade Union Unity League in regard to 
the pro£rcjn for the coming winter in connection with the 
unemployment situation fomenting of unrest and strikes. 
Additional copies are furnished for any purpose deemed 
appropriate. 



Very truly yours, 



\Director. 
End. 734367. 



% 



r 






,INOLOSURE w , 



l?partm?ttt nf Justte 




J($HN EDGAR HOOVER 
^ ' DIRECTOR 



i \ 



* 



JL 0. ^lfparfjitMtt d{ HjitsiicE 

^urnm of ^fttfrcsiujaitmt 

September 13, 1932. 



4 , 

' BBCIIVED 



-*^3r. . 



^EvIORANflU FOK ASSISTANT ATTORN Iff GUN KRAI, DOL'DS 



i^or your information am; appropriate at- 
tention, there is t run emitted herewith a copj- -i a 
loiter iron tViu Special A^'ent in Charge of the Chicago 
Oil ice of thlc T; urcau, dated September 7, ly>'', rc-frrrinr 
to information that an effort is bein^ n,a<;io to im:l, i/ats 
another marc a of ex-r>erviee :;ien to V* aching ton to advocate 
passage of the Soldiers Bonus, within the next thirty or 
sixty cays. 



Incl. 77 3251-7 



Vei7 truly ;ours, 



:\.Lr actor. 



:!'! * 



Y 



9^ /: 












Pt^f^^Oa} 




FROM 



Ibjiartttt^ttl xiflmixtt. 



&u 



-*-.--■ ^ 



V'W : --' 'fl 






A „ vt I ■ 



■■'V-M*. 



" " 4 .> >■ . r ... ! ^ „" :, 



; Or"}* ICE BOC 1405, 
f03, ILLINOIS. 






September 7, 1932. 



Director, 

United states Bureau of Investigationy.v " 

'Washington, D, C. 






>.>■■- 










Dear Sir;* 

Kr- Donuld H. Sweet, Attorney~at-Law, 300 H. Michigan 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, called at this office on September ?. 1933. 
being referred here by United States Attorney D^ight IU Green, with 
reference to sone information which ho had relet ivo to coixmnistic 
activities and a further merch to V.'aehington by bonus advocates. 



Mr. Sweet stated that he wss a patent attorney, v;as 
a member of the bar in Chicago! and had previously been employed by 
the Buroau of Standards, Washington, cc. in 191S and 1916, and by' 
the Patent Office in Washington, D.C. fron 191G to 1910; that he was 
presently engaged in the practice of patent law at Chicago, Illinois, 
and recently took a trip to north Oatota and South Dakota for the pur- 
pose of foming independent grocers and tradesmen. On thin trip he 
became acquainted with one Charleses t evens, Vice-President of the 
Pernors Union of North Dakota, and nho""opo rates a gasoline filling 
station in Valley City, North Dakota. Mr. Sweet stated that in con- 
versation with Mr. Stevens ho loarned that Stevens was very active in 
organising ex-service non and unemployed men, as well as fanners In 
( the coramunity, to form another expedition to march to Washington to 
advocate passage of the soldiers' bonus; that their plans are to obtain 
recruits in North &nd South Dakota and all through the Mississippi lUver 
, Valley so that If possible thousands of ex-service men as well as un- 
\.enployed trade sneu and farmers will taaroh to Washington within the 
t'Wffi^iR-'; next thirty or sixty days. Mr. Sweet said that no definite date had 
; ;m^-'^-.l)oen arranged, but that during his trip to North and South Dakota he 
^^^>,J| ;heard considerable concerning this raarch and believes that a large 
' ? M^^-^r«'-nuiaber 'o^ persons will be reoruitedfor a further march to V/ashlngton. 

^•^'^'?i"''V*^ r - ^ r * Sweet sa * d that his principal reason for contacting 

^8§l^ ;l M^ ^ e United States Attorney *s office was for the purpose of ascertaining 






9-i 



/.. 











^t 



y ^ra^ 



■■'':;i-t;^.V : 



2. 



v;h©t:xr t\e Gov 3 rnront -.:ould bo interacted in .rota In-Sqc . hin to 
co-duct further inve: ti^'itlonr in north airi ' outh E:-*!:ota ana 1:3 
tho farmers In order to laarn nore of tho pirns, He .stft'tofl : %i^t 
\:<; DpGtJks OGr:i:in fluo:;tly nnd h- f a ^oofl under standi 'ii^'^off 'its r 
branch language, and that !-e Trould ba quite to lunbl&'ia re&uriti£ 
information* He nac advised thn t thle 3ureru did ;fcot^i;Ir& aii^r ■■ 
outside irrvest^itore, but that the information t ;ivu^'by' tii&rvpulcl 
be forwarded to "a::h>n^ton. * ';... .-.■: -// 



Very truly yours j 



rifi^ior 



:v. a. ncr: 

Special ;■ 



'*lu;i\"iCi 



*J**tfW»-» ■■:■ .,*»*** > 






JOHN EDGAR HOOVEh 
w " DIRECTOR 



ml 



L 



1SI. ^>\ $imnut of Jlnuefitigatitjit 



jDcynrtmcnt n{ TJiisircc 






BBOEHViSD I 



September 23, 19.32. 



MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL DODDS, 



For your information in connection v/ith the 
Bonus Expeditionary Force, there is transmitted 
'"HererrithH copy "Wtfie ""report of Special Agent 
J. D. MilnrJcy, Chicago, Illinois, dated September 
13, 1932, entitled ALTON LEROT PETRIE, Fugitive, 
ct el, Theft of Government Property. 

You will note that there is a reference to 
Clarence Fay Petrie, who is Enid to be one of the 
bonun marchers and who boasted to the Agent of hia 
activities c,z one of the commanders who was 
cousin r; c ^rc^t de&l of trouble In ^rlUn^tnn, 

Very tnily yourf, 
For the Director, 






/. 



A^A^^ 



Ar;si3tu**t Director- 



Enc, 4/ + .4953* 
















52-249 



REPORT MADE AT; | 

CHICAGO, irx* 



period for which made: 

■ 9-9-32, « r ,, ., 



L i- * 



dosy^arant; .... .,. ,\,7 ',7 77.. 

WILLIAM- VaiSTStBB# ,' " t ..', * 7.7 , 



■ r-f ^ V;. 

"'"V;"?' * 



REPORT MADE BY« 



J,* D. KID* 



i»r 



CHI 



CHARACTER OF CA8 



^* 



SYNOPSIS of FACTS: 









■TBgFT OF ; GOUiNaEWE tROPEKTY 



Ado Iph Penning^ Griffith, Ind., states that 
several months ago he notarised a pa par for 
Alton LerOT Petri© • * Person named Clarence 



\ , 



\ . 



RSPJtirrSNGK: 



DET/IIS: 



h Ray Petri e , who: claims to be Alt on Lerpy 

-> Petrie's brother^ located at rural routa #3, \" 

Grown Point,' Ind.,: and because of his suspicious \ .• 
act! one if may be possible that he io thai person y 
under indictment, .under an assuraed name* Alton v * -. 
Loroy Petrie*^ sister and brottex-in-law, Mr, - ^ 
and Mrs. Frank Vanderroter, deny knowing vdiero : \ 

^ Alton Leroy Potrie is, r * - , 

- : : ?,. ■■■■., »\ " • - -,.. .:■ , i ■ ■ ■ \ 

':-!■* ' ■.'■■-'''■■- HUG - - ■■ , ■ 

Report of Special Agent J. L. Robertson, San ?rancisc<<, 
Cal*, 7/9/B8. ' :,. - . ■- 

^ -AT'OBIFFIPIj IHDIANA, ■■■■-.-, .-o- *■.:■=- 



/ 



^v .. - - . Ad olpli J Penning ^uii os e.po^t office address is Box 195 f ai :>^j l » 
Indiana, and who is the torn treasurer.,- upon .being interviewed stuted that . re 
__ . .. ___ j-i^j. - ~ ^.H.« rt « , v kn Hff^ in t)if» vioinitv of Griffiv"; 



who: brought ^Alton' Leroy Petrie to Maw-vMr^ Penning stated^that he 

Alton ■ "leroy ■Pqtrttf before and did not ,teo*.:who.be *ae or .isbere.be. *M<iro..w 

^ - ,- .,1,1 , , .,'.-. ; > \ hi - -. ■ , » ;;,■•': , ' -. . DO NOT WRITE IN THE£>£ SrACt 



APPROVED AND 



Special. agcnT 

*h charge: 



COPIES OP THfS REPORT. rUBMiSHEOTOr t ■ r„ v ■■■...- 

Bureau^ 2 v> ■ - v ^ r " ' ' *'*■ ■ , " :; " '7 

Portland - '3 (U.S*Atty*Boise ( iaabo-l ; (Encl^J - 

Los Angeles - 2 
San 5'ranoisco - 1 

_ fih^ ft s° - 2 



RFt.t ,; i'CO AND INOCX 
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BUREAU Or INVESTIGATJON 



DEPARTMENT Or .'^STICE 



CHECK1.Q ort--; 



.JACKtll D; 



ROUTfO TO; 



UCPA FLJt t-i&-IZ— »«♦.*: tC~ - 3£t 31 






u & 
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v - r - . -. - , In company with Adolph Penning, Agent proceed to the ;' • :;^jJSt :i 

.home of Mri j". »• Newall, where Mrs, J,- E. ^ewall was interred, ^She ; ^ 
stated that a roan named Petrie was" at > the. present tiiaa residpg witji''* . 

': hie slater,., Mrs* Frank Yanderwater, whose post office addresi i s . rural '-."..' 
route #3 , Crown, Point , Jnd iana # -. Mr ♦ JV B * Hawaii f who was alp 'int ®> 
viewed, stated that, until about July £nd, 193E, a man named iton'Lewy 
Petrie worked for him on his farm picking strawberries f hut tl\t he l*ft* ,■ 
He stated that Alton Leroy Petrie was alsp a J>rother of Mrs. V^derwat^r, 

> and that /the, person who was staying -wi th Mrs* ^anderwater at V^ presort 
time was- not Alton Leroy* Petrie . \ ':^; l:;, ; ^ , r ' \ t \ x 

In the corapany'of Mr» J Adolph Penning - t . and Thomas \utledge. . 
the town constable, Agent proceeded to-. rural rout© §Z f Crown Poifc, 
Indiana, which is about' four mi lee outside of Griffith t Indiana, vhere 
Agent inquired of Mre. Vanderwater as to whether or not Kr*.p6trit was 
at hosie* -"She infornsd Agent that FetWe was in the rear# Upon g$Bg ""* 
to the rear, Agent noted a nan clad in overalls,. who did not fit lia 
Subject'^ description, but upon being a eked whether or not; he was A_ton 
Leroy Petrie, he istaediately stated that ho wus« Thereupon Town Constable 
Rutledge proceeded to take this man into custody, and while walking to 
the automobile this man said, "Is this in connection with — -? H Thereupon, 
Agent said, "Yes", believing that this parson was referring to tha in- 
dictment against Alton Leroy Petrie. Upon reaching the automobile thu 
person stated that he was not Alton Leroy Petrie, end that Alton Leroj 
Petrie was hi a 'brother* ' Thereupon Agent asked bin why he stated he ^l 
Alton Leroy Petrie and he replied that perhaps ha had a reason for doUv, 
so, Mr. and tfrs. Frank Vanderwater, who appeared on the scene at ^ic 
time, stated that the rrcn in custody of Town Constable poitledge waa not 
Alton Leroy Petrie, but was Clarence Ray Petrie ** Agent then requested 
Clarence Ray Petrie to establish hia identity, which he did b^ various 
?txperfi in his possession* Clarence Hay -Petrie is the sane person, it 
may be stated here, who received notoriety during the time that the 
Bonus Expeditionary Torses were in Washington, D.C., and he exhibit*! 
various newspaper clippings containing his photographs and nawr, ite^ 
concerning his activities as one of the connvanders of the Bonus 
Expeditionary Forces, T*ho was causing a great deal of trouble in 
Washington, "D.C. Be boasted to Agent that ifaile he was in the TJnit*u 
States Marina Cprps he deserted hie ship and subsequently a .plied fox 
* an honorable discharge, which he received, lie also stated that he U^ 
been arrested on nuiaewus occasions for various offenses ranging fro* 
drunkenness to driving while under the influence of intoxicating litfio. , 

- 1 " Mr.' and Mrs V /rank Vanderwater and. Clarence Ray Petrie 
stated that they did not know where Alton Leroy Petrie was althou^n 
he stayed \i1* .th« for a aho*t tiae, having left about July Bn^ 1^, 
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